
1

I N S I D E …….

 Ride Reports

 Social events

 Ride Calendar

Thanks to all those who

take the time to do ride

reports and post photos on

the website. - it makes

“stealing the photos”for

the Spare Tyre very easy for

me…….
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S P A R E T Y R E

M E L B O U R N E B R A N C H W E B S I T E :
W W W . U L Y S S E S M E L B . C O M

VALE –SOFIA WHITEHEAD (Dempsey)

It is with deep sadness that I advise of the passing of Sophia Whitehead after a long battle with illness at

her home on Monday 31st July 2016.

Sofia was a well-respected and long standing member of the Ulysses Melbourne Branch. A former

Committee Member and recipient of the 2004 Clive Sadleir Award for her outstanding contribution to the

Branch who was well known for her enthusiasm and love of riding.

I vividly remember the warm welcome Kris and I received when we first joined the club and the wonderful

sense of camaraderie and friendship extended to us by Sofia, Ian and others who would gather together

each Sunday, simply to ride and enjoy each other’s company.

I also remember the countless hours Sofia put in to make the branch VSK Days the success they have

been over the years where she (and others) would spend the day blowing up balloons and painting the

faces of the VSK Kids to ensure they enjoyed the activities and rides.

Sofia’s annual long-weekend rides to Omeo where the tar lifted up from the road in the summer heat and

riders would pour water over their jackets and into their boots to cool down after a spirited ride through

the mountains were simply the best and not to be missed.

Linking up with Sofia and Ian in the middle of nowhere at the Sandfire Roadhouse near Broome in WA

circa 2002 where we were attacked and chased by a camel before setting up for the night to enjoy a B-B-

Q dinner together under the twinkling night sky. Like me, they were riding around Australia, only going

the other way round.

Sofia was a lovely lady who could ride like the wind and often did. Kind, warm hearted and generous and

such good fun to be with.

Rest in peace Sophia

Raymond & Kris



2

Ride Report Sunday 3rd July 2016

The day dawned with a clear sky and forecast of no rain so whilst it was a little cold I rugged up and went off to Kalkallo to see who else

was up for a ride on such a nice winter’s morning.

It turned out that there were twelve of us in all. As well as Roger, there were Ron, Mike, Les (on his newly acquired VFR), Gaz, Brian L,

Jack, myself and a few others whose names escape me just now. Bikes were a good selection of BMW, Suzuki, Yamaha, Ducati, Moto

Guzzi, and Honda all raring to go.

From Kalkallo we went down to the Donnybrook Road, through a few local roads and onto the Melbourne Lancefield Road, thence to

Bolinda, Darraweit Guim and Romsey to Lancefield for morning tea. From there up Three Chain Road, Chases Lane to Pipers Creek and

Trentham before heading down lovely Ashbourne Road and Black Forest Drive to Gisborne.

It looked like there had been a tornado that had crossed Ashbourne Road as one short section had a huge number of mature trees cut

up and piled each side of the road. Glad we were not riding through when that one hit!

The lovely sunny weather continued as we headed west and I even pulled down my sun visor at one stage as we cruised along merrily in

13 degree temperatures. Then I started to feel a bit colder so checked the temperature gauge again and now it was only 10 degrees.

That wasn’t too bad, but then it began to drizzle. Of course my waterproof trousers were safely in the top box as it was a nice warm day

with no rain forecast.

Not content with drizzle it got a little heavier and by the time we got to Lancefield it was steady if only light rain. We warmed up at the

bakery with coffee and sausage rolls and the like and I decided to put my waterproof pants on in case it kept raining. I noticed Jack

donning not only pants but an extra waterproof jacket as well and those who had brought anything waterproof put it on.

Off we went and sure enough the rain got heavier and the temperature dropped to eight degrees as we trotted along quietly on wet and

slippery roads taking it easy but still chewing up the miles. A couple of riders remarked later that they had felt their tyres slip a bit on the

wet roads but fortunately no-one came to grief.

Many thanks to Roger for designing and leading a ride which was perfectly suited to mid-winter. Each leg was a little over an hour long
and the roads not too taxing. He kept the pace brisk but not too fast through the bits which could be a little problematic which led to an
enjoyable ride in spite of the weather.

R I D E R E P O R T : K A L K A L L O T O G I S B O R N E
R I D E L E A D E R : R O G E R F O O T
R E P O R T E R : P A T R Y A N
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : L E S C O X
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R I D E R E P O R T : L I L Y D A L E T O A L E X A N D R A
R I D E L E A D E R : J O H N C O O K
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : B R I A N Q U I N T A L

Bob Tate #1028 presented with Telemachus Medal

Bob (a Ulysses member for almost 30 years) was
awarded the Telemachus Medal for his outstanding
contributions and service to the Melbourne Branch. His
contributions include 3 years as branch president, many
years chairing branch AGMs, hosting ride days
culminating in a BBQ at his home in Alexandra for up to
100 people and continuing to lead branch rides into his
80s. Put simply he is a “top bloke”who always provided
wise counsel to members and always made a point of
making new people welcome.

On Sunday 10 July 2016, at the finish of a Melbourne
branch ride, over 30 people assembled in a cosy room
set aside at the Shamrock Hotel, Alexandra and Bob was
presented with his medal by branch president Greg
Rees. Bob was clearly “chuffed”by the award and
enjoyed the camaraderie and the chance to exchange
banter with people he has known since the 1980s right
up to members who have only joined in the last couple
of years. His son, Peter was also present to enjoy the
festivities.

During his acceptance speech Bob made some very
interesting observations and comments. In 1992 the
“Melbourne”committee was spread all around Victoria
(e.g Warrnambool and Alexandra) and electronic
communication was nothing like it is today, yet still
provided a great variety of activities for members far and
wide.

He also detailed how committee and other members
personally sought him (as a newbie) out back in 1987
and made him feel very welcome. I experienced the
same from Bob when I joined some 24 years ago and it
is a great example to all of us still.

Bob –congratulations and thank you.

BobTate

Thanks Members for Award

“I wish to thank all those members who came to Alexandra today to

present me with a Telemachus award. Several of those present I had

not seen for one reason or another for some time, and I appreciate

their presence. It was indeed a thrill to receive this award for

something which over the years I had fully enjoyed.

Time marches on and at some stage riding has to finish and move

on to other activities, which I am trying to do by expanding my other

major activity that of bird watching and photography. I am certainly

no expert in this latter, but enjoy getting out into the bush and doing

the best I can. Bush walking is a great activity and I try to get out as

much as weather and other activities allow.

I must admit the car and caravan are somewhat more comfortable

than the tent and when it rains I can put on the coat and put up the

umbrella, but I still miss the bike.

Many thanks to you all.

Bob Tate Member 1028

Joined April-May 1987. Looking forward to getting 30 year

membership medal next year.”

Bob with Ron Lawrence (now of Whittlesea) who

is also a Telemachus medallist.

Bob receives his award from

President Greg Rees
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Lilydale to Yarck (or “But I Don’t Ride In the Rain, Mister!!”) –24/7/2016

Ride Leader Pat Ryan set us off at Lilydale (Les Cox starts rides at a coffee shop……Oh

well!!) for a ride through the Yarra Valley to Kinglake, on to Yea (for coffee and dim

sims) and to Yarck for lunch. The forecast said “no rain till evening”so some arrived for

the ride in dry weather gear! A quick pre start survey saw ride leader Pat win the first

award –for wearing 5 layers of clothing! Ha ha, I thought, but little did I know how cool

Kinglake can be….

Ride conditions were very good to Pheasant Creek, where the Bureau of Meteorology

started its day of shame –down it came, light at first but giving the subtle impression

that it might be here to stay…… Hmmm, till I joined the Ulysseans, my motto was “if the

Big Bloke Upstairs had wanted us to ride in the rain, he’d have designed us with web

feet and made car washes free!”However, a few of the less prepared delved into their gear sacks and donned waterproofs. And it was

“quite cold”…….

The scenery and the rural scents of grass, bush and flowers abounded –sadly, so did

light precipitation. We got to Yea a bit damp –I didn’t check my ambient temperature

gauge, and my black ice warning shows at 2.5 degrees (tough lot these Bavarians) so it

came as a shock that a few members that fancy themselves as Paul Higgins or Jane

Bunn could report temps of about 3 degrees for most of the higher altitude sections.

In good spirits we pushed on to Yarck for lunch at the Giddy Goat (awesome) before

departing for the return ride –John Cook suggested a ride across to Healesville via the

Black Spur –did I want to join them? If I’d been heading to Shepparton, I’d still have

gone that way –an iconic motorcycle ride!! Sadly we were plagued with a bit more rain

and pesky cars that seriously slowed our cornering fun, but still an awesome place for

motorcyclists to visit –I suspect this is how it feels for priests to visit the Vatican but

not get to say mass there!!

What a great ride –Pat Ryan did us proud!! Thanks from all of us Pat!! (And gratitude to official photographer John Cook –great pics,

mate).

Hang on, what about me? The “I don’t ride in the rain”bloke. After today, I don’t care how long it takes to wash the bike –I had a

BALL!!

See you on the next ride, guys!!

Greg

BMW K1300S Motorsport 1V 6ZD

R I D E R E P O R T : L I L Y D A L E T O Y A R C K
R I D E L E A D E R : P A T R Y A N
R E P O R T E R : G R E G G L E A S O N
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E :
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R I D E R E P O R T : A R D E E R T O M A L D O N
R I D E L E A D E R : L E S C O X
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : C O L I N
D A T E : 1 7 J U L 2 0 1 6

THE COLD HANDS OF WINTER

FOLLOW US TO MALDON

It was great that Les had volunteered to lead a ride, the weather forecast was good and
Maldon is an interesting destination so it was easy to decide to go along. As I ventured on
my 60 kilometre ride to the start point along the Eastern Freeway, the temperature was only
5 degrees near the river flats and I was quite happy the heated grips were working. I
arrived bright and early and it was great to see a good number of people in attendance
including new face Vaughan. We stood in the sunshine and had time to have a good chat
and examine a very interesting array of bikes. Bikes such as an Aprilia Caponord, K1300S
BM, R1200 RT BM, Honda Africa Twin, a club plated Honda VFR, Triumph Bonneville,
Triumph 1050 Tiger and a pair of Goldwings of very different vintage were good examples of
the variety.

After the chat we got under way with Colin
doing tail end duties. It was a short
transport run along the Western Freeway

and Les then took us south, along Greigs Road through the dip near the weir on
Werribee River, past Eynesbury and then north again and skirted the southern edges
of Bacchus Marsh along a route new to me. We then headed back down to Rownsley
and climbed the spectacular hill out of the gorge near Glenmore and then rode north
through Ballan and Blackwood (where the cold made itself very noticeable again)
before stopping at Trentham for a break. A couple of Victories were parked in town
and some greetings and a quick chat revealed they were being ridden by a couple of
members from Macedon Ranges. The old town was quite busy and quite a few hid in
the warmth of the bakery to enjoy their break. The rest of us enjoyed chatting outside.
Once refreshed we headed north again and stopped in the lovely old town of Maldon
for lunch. While both towns were relatively busy, traffic wasn’t really an issue during
the ride and I thoroughly enjoyed the ride that Les had put together.

Well done Les and Colin and thank you to all who came along to make it yet another
great day out riding. We then all dispersed to various points around Melbourne and
Vaughan joined me for the ride back to the eastern suburbs which involved a pleasant
coffee break in Wallan. We finally bid our farewells in Warrandyte and I arrived home
shortly before dark after doing 450 km for the day.

John Cook
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R I D E R E P O R T : A R D E E R T O T O O L E R N V A L E
R I D E L E A D E R : R O G E R F O O T
R E P O R T E R : R O G E R F O O T
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : H A R R Y & A N N A
D A T E : 7 A U G 2 0 1 6

THE SUN SHINES ON A WINTER'S RIDE

Eight bikes, with Harry and Anna two- up, assembled at Ardeer for a short ride tailored to winter conditions, Harry volunteering as tail

end Charlie. In the event the weather was more early spring than winter!

We set off along the Western Freeway until Hopkins Rd then took a right turn into Greigs Rd and on through the Werribee River gorge,

past the Eynesbury turnoff to Exford. Then for variety a right turn into the Parwan Rd before a left onto the Bacchus Marsh- Geelong Rd

to complete two sides of the triangle before turning right at the Glenmore Rd. A collegiate nod from a mounted traffic cop powering

toward Bacchus Marsh was well received.

Roadworks were encountered at the Glenmore Rd intersection with the Bacchus Marsh-Balliang Rd for a roundabout construction in

progress. Further on the climb up the escarpment was complicated by an extensive patch of gravel on the road. A clear run into Ballan

saw the group enjoying morning tea in the sunshine just after 11.00.

The second leg took in the Ballan-Greendale road then a right turn toward the freeway and Myrniong and a descent to Bacchus Marsh

by the Pentland Hills Rd. A brief freeway leg took us to the Bacchus Marsh-Gisborne Rd and a long climb skirting the Lederderg Gorge

with a spectacular vista of the wild bush covering the ridge on the far side.

First Sunday is Gisborne Market Day so I hoped to skirt the centre of town by taking Hamilton St, but even so encountered a heavy bank

up of traffic at the main roundabout. A quick diversion through the back streets saved a little time and saw us quickly on the downhill

run to Toolern Vale.

More than one rider commented that there is actually nothing at Toolern Vale apart from an intersection and a General Store.
Fortunately the food on offer was of good quality, a generous slice of homemade chocolate cake scoring a 10 from Steve Bailes
[ Goldwing] who claimed he counts calories the rest of the week! Others were charmed by the welcoming smile of the lass in the store
leading me to bookmark the place as a viable destination for future rides.
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Sponsors’
We would like to thank the sponsors for their financial support which enables the branch to publish

this newsletter, our webpage and also contributes significantly to the cost of running our day for

Very Special Kids.

These businesses support us in many ways and most offer discounts to Ulysses Club members, so we
urge you to show your support and consider these businesses when looking for accessories, bikes,

clothing, parts and or servicing.

R I D E R E P O R T : R I D I N G M A L A Y A S I A

R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K

Malaysia Trip

I had the good fortune to enjoy another overseas motor bike trip this year thanks to an
invitation from Chris and Sally. On Chris’recommendation we used Malaysian
Motorcycle Getaways (Ride Malaysia) and put simply, we had a great time.

I, together with my sons Michael and Greg flew to Kuala Lumpur early on Thursday, 28
July. We left our luggage at the hotel we had booked via the web in Shah Alam, which
is about a 40 minute taxi ride from KL and the state capital of Selangor. It is a very
conservative area and we could not get a drink at either the hotel or any nearby
restaurant. To fill in the day, we caught a taxi into KL and took in some sites including
the Petronas Towers and did some walking before returning to our digs, having a meal
and retiring early to recover from the overnight flight. Kuala Lumpur is a huge
sprawling city and not my favourite city to be honest, but having said that it would have
been wiser to have found accommodation in the city itself.

Rising bright and early on Friday morning we headed off to MMG headquarters by
0830 and were greeted by Feizal (the proprietor) and Zahed (Zac) who were to be our guides (and much more) for the next 6 days. We
also met up with Sally, Chris and their friend Stephen from the Gold Coast. The 6 of us (a great size for a tour group) were briefed on
events and allocated our bikes in a professional and friendly manner. Bikes were packed, excess luggage was stored and then we hit
the road and the fun began. We had no worries at all as everything was extremely well organised.

We had to use some tollways to get out of the city. All the toll gate booth areas had bypasses
(very narrow paths) for motorbikes and scooters which were quite novel compared to anything
else I have seen.

We soon got onto more interesting roads and riding. Traffic in Malaysia can be quite challenging
and I still cringe at the extremely close tailgating I saw, even at high speeds. Only the loosest
observations seemed to be made of double lines and speed limits and overtaking in the face of
oncoming traffic (people moved over to make room) seemed to be the norm. The plus side was
that drivers expected riders to “filter”or lane split and make their way to the heads of queues
and there was no sign of the aggression or road rage we often witness in Australia.

Once off the freeways, the sealed roads were of varying quality, much like many “B”and “C”
roads in New South Wales or Victoria and they were fun to ride. The bikes supplied (4 Kawasaki
Versys 650s, a low seat CBR 500 for Sally and a Yamaha Diversion 600) were all in very good
condition and great for the task.

Our first refreshment stop was at Fraser’s Hill after a lovely climb up a very winding road to an
old style hilltop retreat. After enjoying a cool drink and a chat over our experiences to date, I
was confronted by a monkey dining in the middle of the road on my way down the mountain!

We then enjoyed a ride north with a variety of rural scenes and a well timed lunch break. Then
the weather forecast came true late in the day’s ride. The normal forecast is about 28 –32 degrees with a probability of rain from
about 4.00PM. It proved true on day one and we joined many other riders under a bridge over the freeway and donned our wet weather
gear and spent about half an hour riding in heavy rain before arriving in Ipoh for the night. This city had some lovely tree lined
boulevards on the way in. We secured our bikes for the night, changed into dry gear, wet our whistles at the bar and enjoyed a good
meal and banter before retiring quite fatigued after riding over 350 km and getting accustomed to Malaysian riding conditions.

In the morning following a good breakfast at the hotel we packed and rode a short distance to the Perak Cave Buddhist Temple, which
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we had skipped the previous day because of the rain. We then headed east, skirted the
Cameron Highlands and stopped at an Ice Cream Parlour / strawberry plantation for
refreshment - delicious. There was also a rather quirky display / shop set up there with the
latest BMW motorbikes. Continuing eastwards along some fantastic roads with a great variety
of sweeping bends and views before lunching at a very busy (lots of backpackers getting ready
to visit the nearby national park) curry house about half way across the peninsula near Gua
Musang. Great food washed down with iced tea. We continued through rural areas and many
palm plantations and stopped beside Lake Kenyir for a rest and a cool drink.

The day was getting on and it was quite late by the time we arrived at our modern hotel in Kuala
Terengganu, which over looked the old river port. The bikes were stored and secured. We
changed, refreshed and then went out for some great street food and enjoyed some drinks
before a wonder around the town.

On Sunday, it was up early, a good breakfast and a taxi ride to the port where we boarded a fast
passenger ferry to Redang Island where we spent two nights at the excellent Coral Resort. That
afternoon, Mike, Greg and I hopped on another boat and went off snorkelling. First we visited a
nearby beach where a large green turtle had a nibble at my finger and then off to a nearby
island which to see some coral and tropical fish. Back at the resort we all met up and enjoyed
a relaxed chat and drinks followed by another excellent meal on the veranda of the hotel
overlooking the beach, islets and sunset.

On Monday (a lay day) Stephen joined us for another snorkelling trip to a nearby
national marine park which was extremely busy, while Sally and Chris explored the
tropical forest behind the resorts. When we met up, they looked much hotter than we
did. The resort pool got a workout that afternoon as did the bar! After a relaxed day
and evening with another good dinner overlooking the water we all retired early.

Tuesday morning, it was up before dawn, a tractor ride to the main beach, a punt ride
out and then a 1½ hour ferry trip back to the mainland. The bikes were collected from
the hotel and we rode west across the peninsula retracing some of that great road. We
then climbed up to the Cameron Highlands, visited a tea plantation which really was
beautiful and then stopped at another good hotel in Tanah Rata. We enjoyed a walk
around the busy town, visited a bar and enjoyed another meal at a local restaurant.

Wednesday, our final day arrived all too soon. We started off with a descent from the
highlands on tight roads and great scenery which I loved. Lunch was at another well chosen road side eatery and then we continued on
and rode the spectacular, steep and tight climb up to the Genting Highlands where we enjoyed the coolness of high altitude (1850
metres) for our final break. The descent was even more challenging and then it was a relatively simple run back to MMG base as traffic
got heavier.

Each of the 4 days riding was a bit over 300 KM, which may not sound much, but was about
right for the conditions and heat and enabled us to do more than just ride. We were fatigued
(but in a pleasant way) at the end of each day. All meals and accommodation were included in
the cost of our tour. Both Feizal and Zac participated socially and enhanced the group
camaraderie. I would have no hesitation in recommending MMG if you want an interesting ride
in the tropics. If you do decide to go on such a trip, see your doctor beforehand to get the
appropriate “shots” and ensure that your travel insurance covers you for riding bikes over
200cc.

People were generally inquisitive and welcoming. I would like to thank Chris for suggesting the
trip. I really enjoyed the company of Sally, Chris and Stephen and it was a real bonus to be able
to enjoy such a trip with my sons.

John Cook #5048
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THE GREEN HILLS OF BAW BAW BECKON

Having elected to lead a ride via Dandenong to Noojee with a pit stop at Drouin, the difficulty was
picking an ideal route. With the ever expanding greater Melbourne metropolitan population, this is not
easy.

Not wanting to head back into the ranges nor through the new suburbs to the back roads to Nar Nar
Goon and certainly not down the freeway there was little choice. So it was the counting of the ever
growing sets of traffic lights out through Berwick, Officer, Pakenham on what was left of the old Princes
Highway then across the freeway into Nar Nar Goon. On the recce ride green all the way was the go.
You guessed it Sunday red was a popular colour. I can only imagine the frustration behind me as well
as the quiet cursing.

But now on the familiar Longwarry road, less traffic, contemplative cows everyone was able to open
the throttle and wash the stresses away. Perfect weather sunny with rolling cumulus, engine purring
with only the occasional bump to unsettle one the road unfolded as Tynong, Garfield, Bunyip and
Longwarry came and went. Passing an overwide trailer, loaded with haybales (what else) on the Drouin
road was about the only excitement to be had.

Into Drouin and suddenly a dilemma Andrew, Sam and a couple of others who flew there had chosen a
little café to have coffee not the bakery up the hill. “Too much information,”said Greg as I pulled off the helmet, “Keep it simple,”he
continued and he was right. My briefing had included idle chat about a Tapas bar having taken over the previous bakery premises. My
ignorance on ablution blocks was also evident recalling only one back down to where, you guessed it opposite the Tapas bar. To cap the
unfolding drama Ron tried the bakery next to the one I had gone to the other day and YES! It has a toilet. What a b…s up. Still the coffee
was good and the conversation flowed easily.

Moving onto the Buln Buln road and under the highway saw us gradually climb out of
the valley with glimpses of the mountain ranges appearing as we soared and
dropped over the foothills. My brilliant idea of turns all neatly set-up on a A4 folded
sheet was now proving to be a little difficult, requiring a grab with the left hand,
paper into mouth, change gear, grab and turn paper, handle a bend, glance at said
paper, change gear, shove paper back into bag. This was repeated a number of
times and is not recommended. Still we reached Neerim South, something must
have gone right.

Then off the main road again, should I have left a corner marker at the bottom of the
hill, probably, but too late now, more paper juggling and now we are back on the
main road and through Neerim. It’s a big town, and then off again towards Neerim
North. Now relying upon memory is dangerous at my age testament to the fact I
nearly had us all hurtling up to a local farmhouse. Fortunately, I saw the error about

to happen and gave a weak wave, Onwards fellow riders, and so to the penultimate corner and down the hill to Noojee, lunch, bawdy
women and music. We got there, how I don’t know but the bawdy women had stayed home. Stiff.

R I D E R E P O R T : D A N D E N O N G T O N O O J E E
R I D E L E A D E R : B R I A N Q U I N T A L
R E P O R T E R : B R I A N Q U I N T A L
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : B I L L D U S T I N G

Steve doing a great job keeping the heater going

And the band played on…….

Sorting the bike at Noojee
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R I D E R E P O R T :
R I D E L E A D E R :
R E P O R T E R :
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E :

MELBOURNE BRANCH CHRISTMAS PARTY

Saturday 10 December 2016

Where: East Malvern RSL, Stanley Grose Drive, East Malvern

(Melway 60 A12)

Time: From 7pm

Cost: $40.00 per head, includes dinner & live entertainment

Drinks available at bar prices

You are invited to join us for our Christmas celebration at a new venue this year, the

East Malvern RSL. Come along and enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow

Ulysseans,

Bring your dancing shoes and get those feet moving to the live music.

Oh, and don’ t forget the treat of a great Christmas dinner!

See our website www.ulyssesmelb.com for more information. We will hold a raffle and there will be prizes to be won!

Please email Brian Quintal at bquintal@tpg.com.au to register your attendance

1) PAY BY DIRECT DEPOSIT Westpac: BSB 033 371

Account No. 231845

Account Name: Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch

Please reference “Xmas”and “your name”

OR

2) PAY BY CHEQUE: made payable to “Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch”

POST TO: Brian Quintal at 18 Horsmunden Road, Moorabbin, 3189 with your name and phone number.

Closing date for bookings is 7th December 2016.
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Fathers’Day Ride

A small group of regulars assembled bright and early at Lilydale for the special
0900 start along with first timer Ken for Brian’s ride to the Father’s Day Man
Cave Market event at Rosedale. Ken was welcomed and told of the ride
protocols. Pat, our ride coordinator popped in to wish us well before heading off
on other duties.

We started off under a relatively sunny sky on damp roads but clouds loomed in
the hills to east which were on our route, with Jack as Tail End Charlie. Pat’s
departure from the group almost caused a problem when one member followed
him instead of turning left at a roundabout as we left Lilydale. That was quickly
sorted and we rolled out along the winding Old Gippsland Road before joining the
Warburton Highway out to Yarra Junction with its pleasant views and myriad
speed limits.

We then enjoyed the lovely road through the Great Divide from Powelltown to
Noojee and were kept attentive by the damp roads (and odd slip) and quite a few
bumps. We continued on to Hill End where the road finally “opened up”to more

sweeping curves and views to our morning tea stop at Willow Grove. Alf had ridden up from Korumburra to say hello and share a coffee
before heading off again on family duties. After a leisurely break we headed east again, first through some delightful curves and then
across flatter land past Glengarry and on to Rosedale only to discover that the Man Cave market had been postponed due to damp
ground. It didn’t matter as we’d had a great ride getting there anyway. Several stalls were still open anyway and we meandered around
and had some snacks for lunch. I had the added bonus of meeting up with my son and daughter in law (who live in Sale) and my
grandsons so that added a bit of “Fathers Day”to the ride.

After a good long break, we said our farewells and Brian took us south east
via Flynns Creek along a very narrow bitumen road and oncoming tin tops
were very considerate in making room for us. We stopped at Loy Yang for a
photo and continued along some great roads through rolling hills and
farmland to Thorpdale and then down to Trafalgar where we stopped for a
break and then bid our farewells.

I will quote our first timer, Ken; “Thanks for a great day all”.

And that pretty well sums it up. Brian put a great ride together, Jack
willingly did tail end duties and everyone enjoyed the ride and camaraderie.

John Cook

R I D E R E P O R T : L I L Y D A L E T O R O S E D A L E
R I D E L E A D E R : B R I A N L A C E Y
R E P O R T E R : J O H N C O O K
T A I L E N D C H A R L I E : J A C K
R I D E D A T E : 4 S E P T E M B E R 2 0 1 6
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Social Events

The Melbourne Branch hosts one informal Social Nights during the course of each month.

The social night is held on the 3rd Friday of the month at the Tower Hotel at 686 Burwood Road (Cnr

Camberwell Rd) Hawthorn East. from around 7pm.

The Tower Hotel provides a bistro style meal of more than adequate proportions including seafood that is

not expensive. The wine list is fairly comprehensive and the normal range of beer, soft drinks and spirits

is available at reasonable prices.

What makes these nights special is the camaraderie and friendship enjoyed by all who attend with much

laughter and frivolity emanating from the various groups and tables. For new chums and first timers,

introductions are made in the normal Ulyssian manner which ensures that nobody is left standing on the

outer and everyone is made to feel welcome.

These nights are often filled with the usual mirth-filled talk about motorbikes and bike trips, travel in

general, philosophy, geography and the usual odd joke etc. Someone always seems to have an

Australian Road Atlas which is oft referred to and it is heartening to note that some members don't mind

a little embellishment to make their story more interesting. One should never let the facts stand in the

way of delivering a good punch line or yarn!

These nights are not to be missed so pencil them into your social calendar and come along and enjoy

the fun.

Meet for a Saturday Morning Coffee at

Melbourne Bake House

210 Bay Street Port Melbourne,

Drop in for breakfast or just a coffee and a chat!

** Plenty of bike parking available **



13

Q U A R T E R M A S T E R ’S S T O R E

Melbourne Branch T-Shirt - in our own distinctive orange & black!

Size 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

Chest cm 75 80 85 90 95 100 105 110 115 120

Garment 105 110 115 120 125 135 140 145 150 155

There may be a delay in receiving your order as we must purchase a minimum quantity of 20 from the

manufacturers. You will be notified when your order is ready. All orders must be accompanied by payment in full.

MELBOURNE BRANCH LOGO MERCHANDISE: Size Quantity Unit Price Total $

Name Badge $10.00

Shirt - No Pocket Size: $35.00

Shirt - With Pocket Size: $38.00

Melbourne Branch embroidered patch 70mm $7.50

ULYSSES LOGO MERCHANDISE:

Denim patch - 300mm x 300mm - Blue $4.50

Embroidered patch 70mm $4.00

Badges - Senior (50+) Gold $5.00

- Junior (40+) Silver $5.00

Bike Badge—Gold $13.50

T-shirt long sleeve Black with large/small logo Size: $18.00

T-shirt short sleeve Black with large/small logo Size: $16.00

Leather Belt - Black / Brown Size: $25.00

Pewter Belt Buckle - Small $17.00

Pewter Belt Buckle - Large $18.50

Chrome Motorcycle Number Plate Frame $9.00

Windscreen sticker (inside) $4.00

Windscreen sticker (outside) $4.00

Reflective sticker $1.50

TOTAL ORDER

Contact Quartermaster

PLEASE NOTE : $10.00 postage for orders up to the value of $100.00
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T H E C O M M I T T E E

P R E S I D E N T : G R E G R E E S
Phone: 0416 109 933

S E C R E T A R Y : S U Z A N N E C L A R K E
Phone: 0418 581 800

T R E A S U R E R : M A R Y A N N E T R I G G S

R I D E C O - O R D I N A T O R : P A T R Y A N
Phone: 0412 223 146

C O M M I T T E E M E M B E R : J O H N C O O K
( W E B S I T E E D I T O R )
Phone: 9728 5769 or 0419 599 530

C O M M I T T E E M E M B E R : B R I A N L A C E Y
Phone:

For contributions to the Spare Tyre, please contact the spare tyre editor

Got a funny story?? Something interesting you would like to share??

Something you want to advertise?? Please send it in.

Brian Quintal 0411 273 235 or 9555 8994

Note : Committee members and Spare Tyre editor can be contacted by the “Contact Us”link on the web page
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D E P A R T U R E P O I N T S

R I D E C A L E N D A R : O C T - D E C 2 0 1 6

P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e w e b s i t e f o r a n y l a s t m i n u t e c h a n g e s …… w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m

EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event. All rides start at 10am sharp unless otherwise
stated - Don’t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-ordinator—Pat Ryan 0412 223 146

DATE RIDE DESCRIPTION CONTACTS

FRI 7 OCT 2016

10.00am

Ride to Odyssey from Lilydale via Broadford to Ngambie
Depart Lilydale (Olinda Creek Hotel).

Morning Tea Broadford

If you intend to come on this ride contact John Cook

Ride leader John Cook

0419 599 530

(03) 9728 5769

Email: kriscook@bigpond.net.au

SUN OCT 16

2016

Dandenong to Korumburra & Meet with South Gippsland Branch

Starting at Dandenong Alf will lead us down into Gippsland for lunch
at his home at Korumburra.

Morning tea will be at Loch where we will also meet with some
members from South Gippsland Branch who will then accompany
us to Alf's.

Along the way we will experience some of those nice roads south
east of Melbourne. Lunch will be a BBQ sausage costing a gold coin
donation. Good One Alf.

Ride Leader: Alf Dennemoser

0409 205 396

SUN OCT 23

2016

Dandenong to Pakenham with morning tea in the Yarra Valley.

Greg (who has volunteered to do his first ride as leader ) intends to
take us around the back of the Dandenongs to Woori Yallock for
morning tea and then return via Kirth Kiln and Gembrook to
Pakenham for lunch. Plenty of interesting roads and scenery along

Ride Leader Greg Gleason

0424 956 078

THUR NOV 3 TO

SUN NOV 6

Snowy Ride - A 4 day trip. Charity Ride "Childrens Cancer
Research." Join up with some 2,500 riders from all around
Australia at Thredbo in the Snowy Mountains.

Departure point and time to be determined when all participants
known riding via Mansfield, Whitfield, Mt Beauty and over Falls
Creek to Mitta Mitta for the night. Second day continues on to
Thredbo. Two nights in Thredbo with participation in the organised
rides and functions as you choose, then home on the Sunday.

Registration includes national park entry pass and entry into the
draw for a major prize of one of two Honda motorcycles. Refer to
their website for full details https://www.snowyride.org.au/

Pat Ryan 0412 223 146 will join the ride at Mansfield. If anyone
wants to ride to Jamieson on the Wednesday he has limited space
available to accommodate you at his farm outside Jamieson. Call
Pat to make arrangements.

Ride Leader: Roger Foot

0409 231 676

If you are thinking of joining us
please ring Roger to discuss as it
is important to know numbers to
arrange accommodation, logistics
etc.

LILYDALE START:

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah

Highway. Left hand side out-

bound from Melbourne—100

metres from rail crossing.

Melway 38 E4

DANDENONG START:

United Service Station on

Princes Highway (next door to

the old Safeway/Maccas

Location, near the corner of

Doveton Avenue Melway 91

B12

ARDEER START:

Seven 11 with a McDonalds,

Western Ring Road. Left hand

side out-bound from

Melbourne. Melway 40 B5

KALKALLO START:

Caltex Service Station, Hume

Freeway. Approx 1 km north of

Donnybrook Road intersection.

Melway Page 8
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R I D E C A L E N D A R C O N T I N U E D : O C T - D E C 2 0 1 6

P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e w e b s i t e f o r a n y l a s t m i n u t e c h a n g e s …… w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m

DATE RIDE DESCRIPTION CONTACTS

SUN NOV 6

2016

Victorian Branches Memorial Event at Mt Macedon.

Departing Ardeer our President Greg will lead us to this joint memorial
service at Mt Macedon where we remember those members who have
"Ridden on". Most of the Victorian Ulysses Club branches will be
represented with quite a number of riders joining the service

Ride Leader: Greg Rees 0416
109 933

SUN NOV 13
2016

10.00

V S K Day at Crystal Brook Park - Cardinia Reservoir.

The Annual Very Special Kids family BBQ day.

A day in which the Ulysses club, Melbourne Branch in association with
the National 3 Wheelers Club plus ADV Riders and
others provide a family day out for those families with children living
with life threatening illnesses.

Libby Bakewell has again volunteered to organise this event.

Co-Ordinator: Libby Bakewell

SAT DEC 03

2016

Peninsula Toy Run from Frankston to Rosebud .

Assemble at Frankston Pier Car Park from 7.30am

The ride departs Frankston at 9.30am

Prizes for the best dressed rider and the best decorated motorcycle or
trike (Christmas themes)

Please bring NEW unwrapped toys, canned or packaged foods to donate

All donations support various peninsula charities over Christmas

Make your own way to starting
point.

SUN DEC 04

2016

President's Pre Christmas BBQ Ride from Dandenong to Silvan.

Departs Dandenong. BBQ provided at Silvan. BYO Drinks.

Contact Ride Leader of your intention to come will assist with catering

Ride Leader - Our Branch
President: Greg Rees

0416 109 933

SUN DEC 18

2016

Strezlecki Ride - Dandenong to Wonthaggi.

Greg will take us on a nice ride with lunch at Wonthaggi Working Mens
Club.

Good bitumen roads all the way, narrow in some places but not
dangerously so. No gravel in corners, some moss not far out
of Warragul, but no worse than we often see on Ulysses rides. There
are some corners with smooth undulations mid corner, but not
extreme and most are fairly visible. It's about 250km -

Ride Leader: Greg Gleason

0424 956 078

LILYDALE START:

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah

Highway. Left hand side out-

bound from Melbourne—100

metres from rail crossing.

Melway 38 E4

DANDENONG START:

United Service Station on

Princes Highway (next door to

the old Safeway/Maccas

Location, near the corner of

Doveton Avenue Melway 91

B12

ARDEER START:

Seven 11 with a McDonalds,

Western Ring Road. Left hand

side out-bound from

Melbourne. Melway 40 B5

KALKALLO START:

Caltex Service Station, Hume

Freeway. Approx 1 km north of

Donnybrook Road intersection.

Melway Page 8


