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The Editor Rambles On

I N S I D E …… .

 Ride Reports
 Social events
 Ride Calendar
Thanks to all those who
take the time to do ride
reports for the Spare Tyre,
our readers enjoy catching
up with the Branch
happenings.
If at all possible please
include 1/2 photos
(300DPI) with your story.
Website photos are now of
very low resolution
unsuitable for the
magazine.

those records, I'll gladly take them off your
hands.

Winter is a good time to find out that your
gloves need replacing, the over-trou' are ripped A timely reminder from our Ulysses Road Safety
and the bike jacket is looking very tired.
Team lobbed into my mailbox this week. Its'
message was simply have YOU taken time out
Andy Strapz had the solution to the glove
to do a refresher riding course? This got me
problem suggesting I try the Held, 'Air n Dry,'
thinking. I recall the last time I did a rider
glove. This is an innovation of having two
improvement course was some years back
gloves in one, I was intrigued. It allows you to
when PP John Cook organised a Saturday
choose a warm, waterproof wear and if the
course. I had developed some lazy practices
weather is warmer by simply lifting the Goretex
that the course trainers alerted me to at the
tab insert your hand into an air cooled inner.
time and corrected.
This is an attractive proposition for often as
the day warms up my former gloves would
Turning to the latest statistics for 2017/2018
become uncomfortably warm and, "Sweaty."
53% of riders who died last year were 40 years
This is an improvement over the old smelly pair or older, 48% of male injuries and 53% of
of gloves and I'll let you know about the
female injuries occurred in this age group.
cooling aspect of the combination when it's
These numbers include pillon riders. Not a
warmer. But, check out the Andy Strapz review pretty picture.
in the magazine and maybe consider a pair
As a member, the Club subsidises the
yourself. As for the other gear, all in good time.
undertaking of rider improvement courses.
In this issue one of our earlier member's,
Maybe it's something to consider.
Wendy Taylor, forwarded her story of leading a
Finally, some, 'One-Liners,' from John Taylor to
ride 20 years past. This report recalls our late
lighten the mood.
mate, Ron Blomley who was Ride Co-ordinator
at the time. It is a step into our history and well The first 5 days after the weekend are always
the hardest.
worth the read.
Wendy, describes her thoughts and feelings on I could go running or I could win Lotto. The
odds are about the same.
leading a ride and I wonder how many of us
can recall our feelings on leading our first ride?
I saw a robbery at an Apple Store. The police
have me as an iWitness.
At the branch's last committee meeting it was
decided that the branch try and locate all
Shades of Bob Hope.
those , 'Bits n' pieces,' flags, memorabilia,
vests, BBQ stuff and start an inventory of what
the branch has and where it is. So, if you have
some branch gear that ended up at your place
and you want to get rid of it, or, let the branch
know it's there, give one of the committee a
call. I know there are cartons of the Spare Tyre
somewhere out there and if someone has
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RIDE REPORT
RIDE LEADER
REPORTER
TAIL END CHARLIE

: A MEMBER RECALLS
:
: WENDY TAYLOR
:

There’
s nothin’
to it
Wendy Taylor Melbourne Branch
Riding On No. 65, December 1999
Standing on the pub’
s verandah I gazed across to the distant hills
justifying to myself the three course lunch I had just consumed.
An hour into the day’
s Ulysses ride I had corner marked for the first
time and was so proud of myself. Although I figured I had used
more energy eating lunch than corner marking I concluded the
occasion was historic, and therefore this meal, at the end of the
ride, was deserved.
“
So, Wendy, how about leading a ride?”
I obviously looked too content.
The Melbourne Branch ride coordinator (Ron Blomley) interrupted
my thoughts and, with his pen poised expectantly over the ride
calendar, waited for a response. If my stomach hadn’
t been so
stuffed with minestrone, vegetable lasagna, and ice cream it would
have been caught in the same sudden grip of fear as my other vital
organs.
“
This is only my fourth Ulysses ride!”I was defensive.

The Late, Ron Blomley astride his beloved machine &
Bill Dusting (black riding gear).

“
There’
s nothing to it,”he responded.
“
Nothin’
to it”echoed another from the shadows.
I said I would think about it.
A few days later I agreed to lead a ride, and volunteered the date and destination. Both seemed gratefully accepted.
Planning and scouting took three days over four weeks. With maps on the car’
s passenger seat and a tape recorder handy for recording
times, odometer, and anything noteworthy, I shaped the 202 kilometre ride. After two practice rides and booking the pub for lunch, the
preparation was done.
Day zero dawned foggy, lifting only as I launched into the ride briefing. The ride-coordinator hovered at my left elbow perhaps aware of
the impact of hour zero on the first-time leader. Despite my trembling knees, tremulous voice and thumping heart I negotiated my way
through the times, distances, breaks, potential and real hazards, Ulysses protocols of corner marking, and leader and tail man duties.
My memory of the next few hours is of blue sky, cool forests and fern gullies, deliberate fast stretches and straights, tight curves and
engaging sweepers, granite tors and rock-littered hillsides, noise-spooked sheep tearing across dew-wet green paddocks, and dazzling
white sunshine.
There’
s also the constant of the bikes, thankfully and politely following and the diversity of our machines, the chrome and the colour, and
the riders, the leather and the denim, the good humour and the kinship.
Leading a ride has advantages. There are the selfish elements of choosing the route, the morning break and lunch venue, setting the
pace, and the freedom of the road ahead. There’
s also the pay-off from the scouting and practice runs and knowing the roads and flow
of the ride, with the accompanying leader responsibilities balanced by the sheer pleasure and enjoyment of participating.
There’
s also elation at the finish with the tail man’
s arrival, heralding all safely accounted for, and the success of a task completed and a
challenge met.
Perhaps the most surprising outcome of leading the ride is now to be able to say –truthfully –there’
s nothing to it!
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It’
s chilly and drizzling as I leave home headed for the coast road. By the first fuel stop the sun is up and starting to make its presence
known. The day is evolving into one of those ideal days for a spin.
Rather than changing gloves I simply change where I place my mitt in the gloves I’
m wearing.
Held’
s Air n Dry glove has an upper and lower ‘
pocket’
, the top being a Gore-Tex® lined mid-season ‘
glove”and the lower features a
dye stable, perforated Kangaroo skin palm that communicates with the textile panels on the back of the hand. Earlier in the day my
hands were warm and dry after the first stop I was enjoying some air flowing around my hand.
On my desk there is a cross section of one of the fingers and can immediately see where the cost of these gloves comes from. There
are seams and joins all over the place. I never realized jut how fine a Gore-Tex® layer is, it seems a modern miracle that two
compartments can be squeezed into one pair of gloves.
We’
ve been fanging about in the Air n Dry for a few months now and done some big days in them. We reckon they’
re suited to a range
of about 10 to 25 degrees. Outside those temperatures, heated grips or proper summer gloves are the go.
I love the way they sit on the seat of the bike, pre-curved into the shape of my hand, almost begging me to put them on. We’
re
impressed that all the seams run true along the fingers not uncomfortably spiralling around as some do. Kangaroo leather is
remarkable, setting the standard in both feel and abrasion resistance per millimetre thickness.
Available in all Black or Black with Grey Trim.
Sizes 7 to 12 at $290 a pair,
Ladies cut on request.

Pushing the GoreTex flap up allows
hand insertion into the perforated
air flow section.
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RIDE REPORT
RIDE LEADER
REPORTER
TAIL END CHARLIE

:
:
:
:

SLOVENIA, CROATIA, BOSNIA
MITJA(ADRIATIC TOURS)
ALF DENNEMOSER
JAN (SUPPORT VAN)

Adriatic Riviera Tour April 2019.
Renate and I did the Riviera tour with Adriatic Tours from 27th April - May 5th 2019. The tour had 6 bikes and 1 support van. The
riders were myself and Renate (BMWR1200RT), Pat (Honda Africa twin) Melb Branch, Jack & Young (BMWR1200RT) Melb Branch,
Mike and Lyn (BMW 700GS) Alaskan couple, Carlos (BMWR1200GS) Colombian. Mike and Lyn had travelled and were friends with
Carlos, so once the 2 groups got to know each other we got on really well with similar values and attitudes. We also had Mitja our
ride leader on a BMWR1200GS, and Jan our support driver in the van.
We left Ljubljana in Slovenia in fair weather, we had 3 days of riding inland thru Croatia and Bosnia to get to Dubrovnik. We had
some rain on all 3 days, enough that we had to wear the wet weather gear but not enough to be uncomfortable. We stayed 1 night in
Plitvice national park and another night in Mostar. After a rest day in Dubrovnik we had 2 dry days going along the coast of Croatia,
stunning scenery with fantastic roads and not much traffic as it wasn’
t the tourist high season. We had 1 night on the island of Hvar
and then 1 night in Zadar before riding back to Ljubljana.
The roads were generally good but very confusing speed limits, lucky police were few and far between. Our ride leader seemed to
know where we could go a little quicker. On one road I looked at the speedo and was doing 140kph, looked up and passed a road
speed sign of 40 kph. ????? The last couple of hours of the trip back into Ljubljana were very wet with the group riding thru heavy
rain, as we all had similar riding skills we were able to continue at a reasonable speed and all arrived safely. The tour passed very
quickly and was very enjoyable with great company, roads and the local people made us most welcome.
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RIDE REPORT
RIDE LEADER
REPORTER
TAIL END CHARLIE
DATE

:OFFICER TO MIRBOO NORTH
:MIKE FITTALL
:PAT RYAN
:PAT RYAN
:2 JUNE 2019

After a week of pretty horrible weather Sunday dawned without a sign of rain but plenty of cloud and a pretty low temperature.
I left home around 9am with my winter gear on as well as the heated grips, heated gloves and seat warmer all turned on. Must be
getting old as I feel the cold a bit more these days. Down the Monash to Officer with the cruise control set to 101kph watching the
traffic behind (and in front), specifically a bike with two low outrider headlights which was catching me ever so slowly. It turned into the
servo behind me and turned out to be Colin on his BMW who had his cruise control set at 102kph.
As well as Colin Voss we had, Jack Fei, Andrew Kennedy, Roger Foot, Vince Green, Gary Clifton, Jeff Pavlou and Mike Fittall as the ride
leader and of course the reporter who made up the troop of nine. A pretty good team for a winter’
s day.
Off we went down the Princes Hwy a short distance then onto the Kooweerup Road and McDonalds Track and made our way along
some great roads to Wonthaggi for morning tea at McDonalds. A pretty good spot for all us oldies who got a free coffee there.
Then it was off North and along the Kongwak Road with its twists and turns and dairy farms by the score, skirted Korumburra and did a
left at Leongatha where we headed for the Grand Ridge Road through Allambie South and on to Mirboo North for lunch at the local
bakery. Some great roads for most of the trip and very few other bikes out today which made it better for us. Their loss was our gain!
Home was a run back along the Strezlecki Hwy and Grand Ridge Road through Thorpedale until we eventually hit the highway for 120
kilometres or so of commuter run home.
Thanks to Mike for another great route and to the group of riders who I am sure all had a good day out.

Sponsors’
We would like to thank the sponsors for their financial support which enables the branch to publish
this newsletter, our webpage and also contributes significantly to the cost of running our day for
Very Special Kids.
These businesses support us in many ways and most offer discounts to Ulysses Club members, so we
urge you to show your support and consider these businesses when looking for accessories, bikes,
clothing, parts and or servicing.
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RIDE REPORT
RIDE LEADER
REPORTER
TAIL END CHARLIE
DATE

:
:
:
:
:

LILYDALE TO YEA
PAT RYAN
PAT RYAN
TERRY HAIGHNEY
23 JUNE 2019

After a really cold and wet week I woke up on Sunday morning and looked out the window to see no rain. As ride leader I had no choice
but to go to the ride anyway so I got ready with anticipation of a dry day. It was going to be cold however so on with all the thermals I
could find and waterproof pants and jacket and fired up the Tiger. Of course I turned on the heated seat and grips and my heated
gloves which proved sensible as it was to get down to about three degrees on the ride.
Heading out to Lilydale through ever denser fog I started to think I would be alone on today’
s ride but as I turned into the start point
there were already two riders there. Over the next twenty minutes lots more turned up giving us eighteen starters in total. Pretty good
for a cold winter’
s day.
The briefing was a bit sombre with talk of fog and wet roads and the possibility of ice, particularly on the Black Spur. I also gave the
speedsters amongst us clearance to pass me on the Whanregarwen Road but more on that later.
Off from Lilydale in the fog and straight to Yarra Glen where we skirted the racecourse and headed straight for Healesville. Still foggy
but not dangerous as you could see thirty meters or so ahead and there were hardly any other bikes or cars on the road. There was a
sign at the start of the run up the Black Spur “
Oil on Road”
. Not good for bikes but they had spread sand on the spill which
unfortunately went most of the way to Dom Dom Saddle; sand is also not too good for bikes so we went a bit carefully. Traffic was a bit
slower going up the Spur and the fog started to clear so we would come around a corner to be blinded by sunshine until the next turn.
No ice however and we managed to maintain close to the speed limit anyway so all was good and we all made it OK except for one of
our members who decided enough was enough and turned for home. From the top of the Spur the sky cleared down the other side and
we continued in bright sunshine and pretty dry roads.
Turning right towards Marysville and the chance to hit 100kph in clear air was good. Rick’
s bike however wanted to turn onto the
Acheron Way but he managed to convince it that today was not a day for slippery dirt roads and he stayed with the group. Morning tea
and a hot drink warmed everyone up in Marysville before heading out towards Buxton and Taggerty and on towards Alexandra in
beautiful weather and travelling at a reasonable clip. Then we turned onto the infamous Whanregarwen Road with its long sweeping
bends, perfect surface and virtually treeless paddocks affording clear views through most of the corners. Most of the riders took me at
my word and flew off past me at speeds varying from very fast to pretty darn fast. I wasn’
t going all that slow either so I don’
t know
what the others were doing. Just as well that Mr Plod was not stationed on the road is all I can say!
We regathered at Molesworth and headed to Yarck where we turned left back to Yea through Gobur, Caveat, Terip Terip, Highlands and
all those names without a town to slow us up. We often ride this great road in the other direction starting at the Ghin Ghin Road but I
thought I would be a bit different this time and head the other way. Glad I did as it is just as good, if not better, in this direction and in
spite of bits of trees being scattered on the road we all made it safely to Yea for lunch with smiles on our faces.
Lunch was at the new café setup by the owners of the Giddy Goat Café in Yarck who are trying to replicate their success in Yarck at
with a branch at Yea. Same food and lots of the same staff but a much bigger café and plenty of room for us all. Another good day out
for Melbourne Ulysses Club with a good crowd and interesting ride. Thanks to all who participated.
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Social Events
The Melbourne Branch hosts one informal Social Night on the:
3rd Friday of each month.
Commences from 6.00 PM
The East Malvern RSL, Stanley Grose Drive, East Malvern, (Melway 60 A12)
The East Malvern RSL serves bistro meals at reasonable prices and also offers seniors’deals. Drinks can be purchased from the bar.
If you haven’
t been to one of our social night get-togethers for a while, consider giving this venue some thought. Come along and catch
up on all the news and enjoy the company of your fellow Ulysseans.What makes these nights special is the camaraderie and friendship enjoyed by all who attend with much laughter and frivolity emanating from the various groups and tables. For new chums
and first timers, introductions are made in the normal Ulyssean manner which ensures that nobody is left standing on the outer
and everyone is made to feel welcome.
Join the chatter about motorbikes and bike trips, travel in general, and the usual odd joke etc. Someone always seems to have
an Australian Road Atlas which is often referred to and it is heartening to note that some members don't mind a little embellishment to make their story more interesting. One should never let the facts stand in the way of delivering a good punch line or
yarn!
These nights are not to be missed so pencil them into your social calendar and come along and enjoy the fun.

Meet for a Saturday Morning Coffee at
Melbourne Bake House
210 Bay Street Port Melbourne,
Drop in for breakfast or just a coffee and a chat!
** Plenty of bike parking available **
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Q U A R T E R M A S T E R ’S S T O R E
Melbourne Branch Polo shirts in our Branch colours are now available.
The price is $35.00 which includes our logo embroidered on the left chest.
You can also have your name or nickname below the logo if you wish for an extra $1.00.
To order your shirt send the following details to:
The Secretary (melbbranch@hotmail.com)



Your name and contact phone number



Your shirt size



Name on shirt if required and whether Upper case only or Upper and Lower Case

Your payment of $35.00 or $36.00 to our Branch Account as follows:
BSB 033 371 Account No. 231845 with reference: Shirt and your name
Account name: “
Ulysses Club Inc. Melbourne Branch”
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THE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: BRIAN LACEY
Phone: 0439 010 873

SECRETARY: BILL DUSTING
Phone: 0408 033 007

TREASURER: RICK RYCKEN
Phone: 0488 661 362

COMMITTEE MEMBER: JOHN COOK
(WEBSITE EDITOR)
Phone: 9728 5769 or 0419 599 530
COMMITTEE MEMBER: MIKE FITTALL
Phone:
0456 561 395
COMMITTEE MEMBER: PAT RYAN
(RIDE CO-ORDINATOR)
Phone:
0412 223 146
COMMITTEE MEMBER: GREG GLEASON
Phone : 0424 956 078
COMMITTEE MEMBER : BRIAN QUINTAL
(SPARE TYRE EDITOR)
Phone : 0411 273 235

Note : Committee members and Spare Tyre editor can be contacted by the “Contact Us”link on the web page

For contributions to the Spare Tyre, please contact the spare tyre editor
Got a funny story?? Something interesting you would like to share??
Something you want to advertise?? Please send it in.

Brian Quintal 0411 273 235 or 9555 8994
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RIDE CALENDAR :
P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e w e b s i t e f o r a n y l a s t m i n u t e c h a n g e s …… w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m
EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event. All rides start at 10am sharp unless otherwise
stated - Don’
t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-ordinator—Pat Ryan 0412 223 146
DATE

DEPARTURE POINT

RIDE DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

7 JUL 2019

ARDEER:

ARDEER TO TRENTHAM

SUN

McDonalds, Western Ring
Road. WEST

A run out west this time through the 0456 561 395
hills with morning tea at Ballan
finishing at the lovely town of
Trentham

Left hand side out-bound
from Melbourne.

Ride Leader: Mike Fittall

Melway 40 B5

14 JUL 2019
SUN

OFFICER:
COLES EXPRESS
437/439 PRINCES
OFFICER
Melway 214 H3/J4

OFFICER TO BELGRAVE
HWY, Another run through the hills to the

Ride Leader: Greg Gleason
0424 956 078

east no doubt including the lovely
Kurth Kiln Road with its bends and
sweeping vistas

21 JUL 2019
SUN

28 JUL 2019

LILYDALE:

SUN

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah
Highway. LILYDALE

LILYDALE TO SEYMOUR

Details still to polished but morning
rest break likely to be either
100 metres from Lilydale rail Kinglake or Kinglake West subject
to weather
crossing.

Melway 38 E4

Ride Leader John Cook
0419 599 530.
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RIDE CALENDAR :
P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e w e b s i t e f o r a n y l a s t m i n u t e c h a n g e s …… w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m
EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event. All rides start at 10am sharp unless otherwise
stated - Don’
t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-ordinator—Pat Ryan 0412 223 146
DATE

DEPARTURE POINT

RIDE DESCRIPTION

4 AUG
AUG2019
2019

ARDEER:

SUN
SUN

McDonalds, Western Ring
Road. WEST
Left hand side out-bound
from Melbourne.
Melway 40 B5

CONTACTS

ARDEER
ARDEERTO
TOQUEENSCLIFFE
QUEENSCLIFFE

Ride Leader: Mike Fittall

Down
tothe
thewest
westthis
this
time
Down to
time
withwith
Mike
Mike
leading
fromtoArdeer
to
leading
us fromus
Ardeer
beautiful
beautiful Queenscliff with a stop for
Queenscliff with a stop for morning tea
morning tea in Geelong.
in
Geelong.
Those
from the east side of the city
Those
theconsider
east sidecatching
of the citythe
might from
like to
mightfrom
like toQueenscliff
consider catching
the ferry
ferry
to Sorrento
after
lunch
and
going
home
vialunch
the
from Queenscliff to Sorrento after
Mornington
Peninsular.
(cost
is
and going home via the Mornington$35
one way for a motorbike) see
Peninsular. (cost is $35 one way for a
link http://www.searoad.com.au/
motorbike) see link http://

0456 561 395

OFFICER TO VENUS BAY

Ride Leader: Greg
Ride
Leader: Greg Gleason
Gleason

11 AUG 2019
11 AUG 2019

SUN
SUN

18 AUG 2019
18 AUG 2019

SUN
SUN

OFFICER:
OFFICER:
COLES EXPRESS
COLES EXPRESS
437/439 PRINCES
437/439 PRINCES
OFFICER
OFFICER
Melway 214 H3/J4
Melway 214 H3/

OFFICER TO VENUS BAY

HWY, Another good ride from Greg whose
HWY, Another
from Greg
rides aregood
neverride
a straight
linewhose
so

25 AUG 2019

LILYDALE:

SUN
25 AUG 2019

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah
LILYDALE:
Highway. LILYDALE
Olinda Hotel, Maroondah
100 metres from Lilydale rail
Highway. LILYDALE
crossing.
100 metres from Lilydale rail
Melway 38 E4
crossing.

SUN

Melway 38 E4

comeare
prepared
do a lotline
of miles
rides
never atostraight
so
as we traverse Gippsland as we go
come prepared to do a lot of miles
as we traverse Gippsland as we go
LILYDALE TO STH GIPPSLAND
the long way.

LILYDALE
GIPPSLAND
I still haveTOtoSTH
polish
the details and

will update them when I get a
chance Getting the date right was
I still have to polish the details and
the first bit of polishing
will update them when I get a
chance. Getting the date right was
the first bit of polishing

0424
956 078
0424956078

Ride Leader John Cook
Ride
John Cook
0419Leader
599 530
0419 599 530
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RIDE CALENDAR :
P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e w e b s i t e f o r a n y l a s t m i n u t e c h a n g e s …… w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m
EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event. All rides start at 10am sharp unless otherwise
stated - Don’
t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-ordinator—Pat Ryan 0412 223 146
DATE

DEPARTURE POINT

RIDE DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

8
1 SEP
SEP2019
2019
SUN
SUN

15
SEP2019
2019
8 SEP

ARDEER:

SUN
SUN

McDonalds, Western Ring
Road. WEST
Left hand side out-bound
from Melbourne.
Melway 40 B5

15 SEP 2019
22 SEP 2019

SUN
SUN

ARDEER:
McDonalds, Western Ring
Road. WEST
Left hand side out-bound
from Melbourne.

29 SEP 2019
SUN

Melway 40 B5

Greg is taking us to a new destination
for this ride. Starting at the western
departure point and heading out
through Meredith for morning tea
then via Cressy and Colac to the
volcanic area of Red Rock. Should be
an interesting venue and a great ride.
Check out the route here: https://
www.motowhere.com/explore/route/
Greg-G-Ulysses-Ardeer-to-Red-Rock

Greg is taking us to a new
destination for this ride.
Starting at the western
departure point and heading
out through Meredith for
morning tea then via Cressy
and Colac to the volcanic area
of Red Rock. Should be an
interesting venue and a great
ride.

Check out the route
here: https://
www.motowhere.com/
explore/route/Greg-G-Ulysses
22 SEP 2019
SUN

29 SEP 2019
SUN

Ride Leader: Greg Gleason
0424 956 078

Ride Leader: Greg Gleason
0424 956 078

