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I am pleased to say that 2013 was another successful and eventful year
for Melbourne Branch thanks to the committee and all the members
who have participated in, and assisted with the many events and rides
which the branch hosted.
The Odyssey and Christmas functions were great successes and the live
entertainers at both events were appreciated by all who attended. At
the Odyssey it was good to see some interstate members back again and some new
participants from around Victoria. VSK Day was again a great success thanks to Holly and
all who hopped in and helped us to provide some enjoyment to the Very Special Kids and
their families.
The branch does not charge fees or similar, our funding sources are limited and in 2013 the
National Committee decided that it will no longer send any reimbursement of any portion of
new members’ joining fees back to the branches which “recruited” those new members as
it had done in the past.
The continued health of our branch finances is largely thanks to our sponsors namely;
Andy Strapz in Frankston
A1 Motorcycles in Brighton and Ringwood
Bikemart in Ringwood and
BM Motorcycles in Ringwood
I encourage all members to support these businesses as they enable the branch’s finances
to remain healthy and provide the things you want from the club.
I would like to thank all the members of the committee whose involvement and support has
ensured the smooth running of the branch over the past 4 years. I would also like to thank
all those members who helped in other ways such as leading rides, organising entertainers
and generally hopping in and making it all work.
Finally, I wish the incoming committee all the very best and I will continue to support the
committee, branch and club to the best of my ability as I do get
so much enjoyment out of my membership of this great club.

Thank You.
John Cook

Branch 30 Year Commemorative Social Night
Friday, April 25, 2014 - 6:00pm - 11:45pm
The Melbourne Branch of the Ulysses Club was formed in 1984 only six months after the Ulysses Club was founded and is
still going strong. To commemorate the 30th anniversary of the branch establishment we are holding a simple social night
in an upstairs room at our regular venue – The Tower Hotel in Hawthorn from 6.30 PM.
It is proposed to have a very simple get together for Ulysses Club members with ample time for past and present branch
members to get together, reminisce, enjoy the camaraderie and exchange some disgraceful lies with old friends and like
minded members. A raffle will be run to help fund the annual entertainment day we put on for Very Special Kids every
year. A variety of meals will be available including “Seniors” meals and drinks will be at bar prices.
In order to assist with catering arrangements it really would be appreciated if you let us know of your intention to attend
by 15 April 2014.
2014
To “book” your attendance, please contact: John Cook on (03) 9728 5769 or 0419 599 530 or
Postal address is 5 Banksia Street, Montrose 3765
email kriscook@bigpond.net.au

Sponsors’ Page
This page lists our sponsors. We would like to thank the sponsors detailed below for their financial
support which enables the branch to publish this newsletter, our webpage and also contributes
significantly to the cost of running our day for Very Special Kids.
These businesses support us in many ways and most offer discounts to Ulysses Club members, so we
urge you to show your support and consider these businesses when looking for accessories, bikes,
clothing, parts and or servicing.
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REPORT : TRENTHAM — 1 ST DECEMBER 2013
LEADER : MIKE FITTALL
REPORT : HOLLY FIELDS
END CHARLIE : GREG REES

Please be aware, as I write this report, I do so with the map supplied by Mike which unfortunately does not include road
names and my VicRoads County Directory for comparison. As a result I hope I am as accurate as possible with the road
names.
Despite some challenges such as the Burnley Tunnel closure, requiring a significant detour for some of our members, it
was a great turnout at Ardeer for Mike’s first ride as ride leader. The riders were arriving early, allowing time for a catch
up. Even those who aren’t so regular anymore such as myself, Garry and Ian (aka Bangers and Mash to some but that’s a
whole other story) arrived on this beautiful sunny morning.
All in all, there were 26 riders at the beginning of the ride. I say at the beginning of the ride but as you will read, a couple
of technicalities didn’t get all riders to the final destination. Ahhh, now you must read on to find out the answer to this little
mystery I lay before you.
Once all arrived, fuelled, and Macca coffee’d up, and the tick of 10 o’clock had struck, the group was off. As we headed
north west along the Western Highway, I was trying to do a head count for the ride report but there appeared to be a
significant amount of motorbikes as far as my eyes could see both in front and in the rear vision. As it turned out, we were
also mixed up with another group which I believe may have been the Orange or Red Knights. But the sight of so many
bikes on the highway was impressive. As we veered off onto Greigs Road, they continued on the highway. We were finally
out of suburbia.
Our group continued along the dog leg left onto Mt Cottrell Road, and right onto Nerowie Road. It’s not the most exciting
road for scenery but not bad for a bit of fun on the throttle though. However when we turned left onto the Bacchus MarshGeelong road, one eye was constantly on the speedo as we immediately encountered by an unmarked car on the side of
the road. A little further was a camera car and a kilometre or two from our right hand turn into Granite Road; we were
being bombarded with oncoming cars flashing their head lights in friendly warning. But our turn west didn’t have us
finding out what exactly the warnings were for.
The landscape was changing; although still dry we were travelling through more wooded areas as well as the farms. The
further along we rode the grass was getting higher, still green but never the less the smells indicated it was rapidly drying,
which confirmed the high fire dangers predicted for these areas this summer.
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REPORT : TRENTHAM — 1 ST DECEMBER 2013
LEADER : MIKE FITTALL
REPORT : HOLLY FIELDS
END CHARLIE : GREG REES

At the end of Granite Road, Mike lead the group left onto Staughonvale Road to Anakie Junction, taking the sharp and
steep right hand turn onto the Geelong-Ballan Road. There wasn’t much traffic with allowed us to enjoy the steep and
sweeping bends through the middle of the Brisbane Ranges National Park.
As we passed through between the three reservoirs, the group slowed and made a left turn into Slate Quarry Road. It
wasn’t far down the road when the first casualty of the ride occurred. Nothing serious for the riders but very annoying for
Carlo whose top box was seen bouncing across the road into the grass. Out with my trusty straps, (straps that have much
travelled with many owners, I suspect, saving the day for many) Carlo and Tail End Charlie Greg manage to secure the box
back on the bike. There was concern that the distance it would remain stable was uncertain so Carlo decided to call it a
day and reluctantly headed home.
From there I was in a hurry to catch up with the group again so gave it a bit of a push but quickly slowed down after a
fright, coming in too hard down a steep drop and tight bend. But once my heart started to beat again and I put my sensible
cap back on, I enjoyed the tight twists in this section.
Mike continued the ride west to Meredith and eventually heading north on the Ballan-Meredith and taking a left turn into
the Mt Egerton-Ballark Road. The group finally arrived at Ballan via the Ballan-Mt Egerton Road and Geelong-Ballan Road.
The riders regrouped over a cuppa around the bikes in the sunshine. The main topic to be heard as I walked amongst the
riders was how much they loved the roads so far. Many had commented that they either hadn’t been on those roads for a
very, very long time or that some of the roads were completely new to them. Well done Mike, that’s a real achievement
with this lot of well travelled riders.
After morning tea, the group minus Carlo headed off but soon there would be less. The day was progressing well as we
travelled along the ? Old Melbourne Road heading west through Gordon and Millbrook. Further west the group was
dutifully directed right onto Lesters Road at Bungaree by Anita but little did we know she was not to be seen again that
day. As we all continued past, Anita’s battery had completely died, but not noticed until she tried to restart the engine as
the Tail End Charlie approached. This diagnosis was not to be confirmed until it reached the trusty mechanics at BM Motors (one of our great branch sponsors!!) later on. So this had Tail End Charlie Greg back to the rescue yet again. But alas,
with a dead as a dodo battery, no amount of trouble shooting will help resulting in a call to the BMW support to come and
collect the bike. Ron was eventually contacted while he was corner marking in Daylesford, so he rode on back to Bungaree
to dink Anita back home again. So in that stroke of fate, three more members were out of the ride before Trentham.
In the mean time, the group continued onto Creswick. Once through the main street, turning right towards Daylesford, the
riders thread their way through the quilt like landscapes of various shades of luscious greens and the burgundy red freshly
ploughed fields. Daylesford was a buzz as usual on a Sunday as we passed through the centre of town and at the
Daylesford market the riders left the Midland Highway to continue along the Daylesford-Trentham Road. Finally arriving in
Trentham, every relaxed around the small park and enjoyed a well earned lunch and chat.
Mike, you did a great job planning and executing your ride. We all look forward to your next ride in the future.
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REPORT : UPPER YARRA DAM — 15 TH DECEMBER 2013
LEADER : JOHN COOK
REPORT : SUE CLARKE
END CHARLIE : BILL DUSTING

Twenty-five motorcycles and riders assembled at Dandenong for the President’s pre-Christmas ride. John Cook welcomed
everyone in attendance, including Lorraine, who was on her first ride with the Club.
John led us along Princes Highway onto Belgrave-Hallam and Heatherton Roads and then through to Harkaway Road,
through parts of Berwick and onto Boundary Road, then onto Stoney Creek Road before travelling along Paternoster Road
which took us across the ridge with great views of the valley which is looking so green at present. It won’t be long before
the summer heat arrives which will diminish some of that “green”. We rode into Gembrook where we stopped for morning
tea. It was here that Kris Cook retrieved messages from her phone from both Greg and her neighbour. Greg was to collect
the meat for the BBQ lunch which had been left in the cooler box on Kris and John’s verandah, but the kindly neighbour
thought she was doing the right thing by removing it from the verandah and placing it in Kris and John’s shed. There was
also the added worry of the dog in the yard that might have used his canine nose to lead him to the meat in the cooler box!
Fortunately, the dog resisted the urge to have an early Christmas feast and after telephone calls back and forth the neighbour delivered the box to Greg at Woori Yallock and Greg eventually made it to our final destination at Upper Yarra Dam in
readiness for lunch ! Phew !
We headed out from Gembrook, turning onto Wickhams Road and then Warburton Highway, onto the Healesville road and
then a few back roads before hitting the highway again, continuing on through Wesburn, Warburton and on to our destination for the day, Upper Yarra Dam picnic grounds.
On our travels we saw tall, straight gum trees, large tree ferns and most of the dams appear full to capacity. We not only
have good roads to ride on, we have scenic countryside to go with the journey.
Thanks to all concerned in the preparation of the food supplies for our BBQ at Upper Yarra Dam, also to those who cooked
the meat and cleaned up afterwards. It was a great day’s ride in perfect weather. After lunch, some of us rode up the hill
from the picnic grounds to check out the dam. On the way back down the hill John and Kris spotted a large goanna at the
edge of a gum tree. He was BIG !! He didn’t like us staring at him and promptly started to wander off in search of some
peace and quiet.
Thanks to John for leading the ride and to Bill for riding tail.
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REPORT : JERUSALEM CREEK — 5 TH JANUARY 2014
LEADER : BOB TATE
REPORT : JOHN COOK
END CHARLIE : RAY HERD

Once again Bob Tate opened the New Year with a great ride. Over 30 people on 27 bikes gathered at Kalkallo for the start
and the weather was much cooler than the past two years. There was a great mix of regular and newer people and bikes
and Dave joined us for his first ride with the branch. There was also a great mix of bikes including Dave’s Yamaha MT01, a
Victory, a Vincent (yes a Vincent) a Triumph, the usual mix of Japanese offerings and a lot of those Bavarian bikes. After
greetings were exchanged, newcomers made welcome and briefing completed we headed off north towards Wallan with
Raymond performing Tail End Charlie duties.
From Wallan we headed west to Romsey via the quite spectacular gorge and the grasses looked much drier than several
months ago. Once past Lancefield, we headed east again towards Pyalong past an interesting variety of rock outcrops. If
it wasn’t for the wind buffeting us about, I would have said it was perfect riding weather but the wind did make it a challenge. From there we headed east via some interesting winding roads in more heavily wooded areas to Seymour and
stopped at the old service centre on the old highway several kilometres north of Seymour for morning tea. Rumour has it
that one member improved his stock of lemons from a tree nearby.
Once sufficient lies had been exchanged and refreshments taken Bill took over as Tail End Charlie and we headed along
the Highlands Road through the Divide to Highlands along some lovely roads (with a bumpy section Bob had warned us
about) and then headed back down through Yea to Molesworth where Bob stopped briefly to enable us all to purchase
some fresh local cherries. We then followed Whanregarwen Rd to Alexandra, the “Skyline Road” with its lovely curves and
views to Eildon before crossing the pondage and continuing to Jerusalem Creek for lunch.
We enjoyed a leisurely chat
over lunch from the back deck of the store overlooking the water. Kris and I then returned
home via the Black Spur and basically had a
good run until we reached Healesville.
It was a great day and Bob Tate, thank you for a
well organised, researched and led ride.
PS If you look elsewhere on this site you will find
a blog done by Rick which has a link to some
great video footage of this ride.
Thanks
Rick.
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REPORT : SAN REMO — 12 TH JANUARY 2014
LEADER : JOHN & KRIS COOK
REPORT : DAVID & SUZANNE CLARKE
END CHARLIE : RAY HERD

Today was perfect weather for riding and approximately 20 bikes gathered at our starting point of Lilydale. We headed up
the Warburton Highway for a short time before getting onto Beenak Road and making our way through Yellingbo and
Cockatoo. We were joined by two Victory motorcycles, plus riders, (John’s nephew and friends) somewhere around
Cockatoo and they travelled the remainder of the journey with us.
This will be a short report because the exact
route escapes our memories but it included
roads from Cockatoo to Pakenham, Nar Nar
Good Road, Tynong-Bayles Road, Heads Road
(where there was a beautiful horse and her
young foal frisking in the paddock beside the
road), and into Lang Lang for morning tea. Out
from Lang Lang towards the townships of
Poowong and Bena (where there was a glorious
display of Golden Ash trees along the roadside).
Along the ridge of the rolling hills of Gippsland
showing the grass in the paddocks being cut for
the hay, then rolls and rolls of hay-bales, some
wrapped in black plastic, some not. Along with
the scenery comes all the farm smells and some
“dead animal” smells too! Along Kilcunda Road,
through towns called Korinne, West Creek and
Dalyston and through Kilcunda itself before
turning towards San Remo.
You could smell the sea air and the scene coming up over the hill and down into San Remo was spectacular, given the
sunny day.
We had lunch on the green in San Remo, whether it was goodies brought from home, a pie from the Bakery or fish and
chips. Watch out for those cheeky seagulls!
A cup of coffee was an option at Tooradin
just to finish off a great day’s riding.
Thanks John and Kris for organising the run
and thanks also to Ray for riding tail.
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REPORT : DANDENONG - SAN REMO —2 ND FEBRUARY 2014
LEADER : RAYMOND HERD
REPORT : RAYMOND HERD
END CHARLIE : ANDREW KENNEDY

The temperature was forecast to reach a high of 42 degrees on the day of the ride. Unsurprisingly, only 6 hearty riders
turned up at the start point even though the mid morning temperature had barely reached the mid 20’s.
During a pre-ride discussion it was decided there were not enough riders to maintain the corner marking system and it was
abandoned in favour of each rider taking responsibility to keep the rider immediately behind them in sight at all times.
If the rider behind could not be seen, the rider in front was to pull over and wait for them. In this way, contact with the
group behind the ride leader would be maintained and no-one lost. It worked like a treat!
Andrew Kennedy volunteered to be tail end Charlie (thanks Andrew). That provided the book ends for a great ride with me
at the front, Andrew at the rear, and everyone in between doing their bit for a successful and safe ride.
Leaving Dandenong we headed down the highway a bit before turning left and making our way through the suburbs, past
Cardinia Reserve, straight through the roundabouts at Emerald and onto Gembrook deep in the tall timber of the ranges
and the Bunyip State Park.
From there we had an easy plod along Gembrook Road, turning left at Army Road and winding around the back of Pakenham, down the highway to Nar Nar Goon, Garfield and Drouin where we stopped for morning tea in a cool, shady bus shelter alongside the park.
After morning tea Andrew and Pat returned to Melbourne to meet prior commitments leaving the four of us to continue on.
Up until this point the ride had been a lazy doddle along familiar straightish roads forever disrupted by constant changes to
the speed limits and the ever encroaching presence of urban development.
Although enjoyable, it lacked any real challenge or excitement. Fortunately that was about to change!
The road from Drouin to Loch was more open and the group was able to maintain a reasonable clip flowing through familiar and open farming communities broken occasionally by tall stands of timber and quietly running streams. Traffic was
minimal and one was able to take in the sights while enjoying the ride.
After passing through the quaint little town of Lock, the real riding began! The road took us deep into the undulating ranges of South Gippsland where we found
ourselves skipping along the top of the
hills before plunging into the valleys below
as we wound our way through the hills and
dales, ever southward towards San Remo
and lunch.
We stopped briefly for a photo opportunity
at a remote roadside viewing area which
was literally at the top of the world. The
views were magnificent. I never tire of this
part of Gippsland. (L-R Rodger-Chris-Alf)

RIDE
RIDE
RIDE
TAIL

REPORT : DANDENONG - SAN REMO —2 ND FEBRUARY 2014
LEADER : RAYMOND HERD
REPORT : RAYMOND HERD
END CHARLIE : ANDREW KENNEDY
Continuing on with an effortless rhythm we
swept through some great twisties and
challenging countryside until meeting up
with the Bass Highway some 15 km north
of San Remo.
That final leg with all the twisties was the
highlight of the day enabling the group to
avoid that often dangerous, traffic clogged
coastal road between Dalyston, Kilcunda
and San Remo that is so popular with
holiday makers and tourists on weekends
like this.

From Bass it was a short straight run along
the new highway to San Remo and lunch
in the hotel overlooking the ocean and the
bridge to Phillip Island.
Chris, Raymond and Alf, about to head for
home after a lunch in the hotel at San
Remo. I’m not sure where Rodger was
although his Guzzy was still there. No he
wasn’t taking the photo, that was done by
one of the nearby Japanese tourists.

A view of the bridge at San Remo
connecting Phillip Island to San Remo.
My thanks to Andrew, Chris, Alf, Roger and
Pat for a terrific day.
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REPORT : MIRBOO NORTH —16 TH FEBRUARY 2014
LEADER : MIKE FITTAL
REPORT : SUZANNE CLARKE
END CHARLIE : SAMUEL SUN & DAVID

Fifteen bikes assembled at the Lilydale starting point for the day’s ride. We had damp conditions – not really wet, but a
few dark clouds looked as though they could drop a little rain on us – which they did from time to time in the early stages
of the ride.
We headed off up Maroondah Highway and turned on to the Warburton Highway, travelling through Launching Place and
turning off at Yarra Junction, through the townships of Gladysdale and Three Bridges towards Powelltown. From there the
ride up through the forest was wet and the temperature dropped considerably. We took a right turn, travelled through
Nayook and then another turn onto the Neerim Road, travelling along the ridge and feeling the wind blowing harder along
here. On to the road towards Drouin, noticing patches of burnt grass and trees in and around this area, perhaps from actual fire or possibly a controlled back-burn, through Drouin west before coming into the town of Drouin where we stopped for
morning tea. By now conditions had become fine and it was good riding weather. A nice change from the heat we’ve been
experiencing. A few riders left us here, leaving a total of ten bikes for the remainder of the ride.
We headed towards Poowong East, with the normally green hills of Gippsland now looking quite brown and dry. We came
into Korumburra and then headed towards Leongatha. Then from Leongatha we turned onto the main road towards Morwell. Not long after, we took a left and travelled through Hallston and eventually on to the Grand Ridge Road - through another cool and green forest of tall gums and lots of tree ferns. It was a good run through here with just enough twists and
turns to confuse me as to exactly where we were, but I’ll just say that Mike eventually lead us back to the main road and
into Mirboo North for lunch.
Coffee and cake all round at the bakery and a good chat with our fellow riders. Thanks Mike for a great ride and to Samuel
and David who shared tail-end duties.
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REPORT : — 2 ND MARCH 2014
LEADER : ROGER FOOT
REPORT : ROGER FOOT
END CHARLIE : MARK LYFORD

Around 25 turned up at Kalkallo for my ride to Lancefield via the Cape. This included the spectacular arrival of Lorraine
and her daughter Jacqueline 2 up on a scooter, about which more later! Mark Lyford kindly volunteered for Tail End duties.
The day was mild but overcast with threatening clouds banked up in our direction of travel, but fortunately we missed the
rain completely and saw only evidence of recently dampened roads around Trentham where we stopped for morning tea.
We took off by way of my favoured Konagaderra and Wildwood Roads, this time reversing the loop of my last Ride and
finishing at Bulla, and hence to Sunbury. I had played around with various routes in planning the Ride and it was only as
we were sailing along Dalrymple Rd, past the recent bushfires and in the direction of Gisborne, that I realised I had
severely miscalculated the duration of the leg. A quick review on the fly consigned my planned route to the archive for use
next time around, and we joined the Calder Freeway instead, taking the Macedon turnoff to join Black Forest Drive to
Woodend, and then via Ashbourne and Pearsons Roads to Trentham where the temperature was in the low teens.
After a welcome break we headed back the alternate way to Woodend via Tylden, and then over Mt Macedon. The
temperature was warmer on the other side as we took Brougham and Syndicate Roads to skirt Lloyd Williams training
complex, apparently up for sale if anyone has a few lazy mill, and hence Barringo Rd to New Gisborne. A quick dash down
Hamilton Rd brought us to the Gisborne-Kilmore Rd and through Riddells Creek.
A left turn up Mt Eliza Rd led through the hills to Kerrie Valley Rd, and then a left turn at Romsey Rd took us through
Hesket to Hanging Rock. We skirted the Rock via Straws Lane to South Rock Rd, and then Bryces Lane to join the
Woodend Lancefield Rd east of Newham. A quick blast brought us to Lancefield for a welcome lunch in the sunshine.
Lorraine and Jacqueline had left us after morning tea but there was some discussion over
lunch about their pace on the scooter. Those girls are like chicks on speed and some
speculated that they have a Fireblade motor shoehorned into the thing.
All in all a great day and thanks to all those who came along.
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REPORT : BOMBALA 8TH — 10TH MARCH 2014
LEADER : BARRY FIDLER / JOHN COOK / MICHAEL COOK
REPORT : ALF DENNEMOSER
END CHARLIE : SAMUEL SUN / ANDREW KENNEDY

When the time got to 5 pass 9 on the cool and
dry morning the discussion turned to where was
Barry. A few minutes later Barry turned up with
Pat and Jim in tow. Barry had to hot wire his
bike to start it and this became the norm for the
weekend, he later told us the fan for cooling the
radiator was also not working. It was very good
of him to still come and lead the ride, not sure I
could have been that dedicated. So there was
Max, Matt, Sam, Andrew, Steve (John’s
nephew),John, Greg and myself. We left
Melbourne along the Freeway heading to
Longwarry, we picked up John’s son Greg at
Berwick. After turning off the freeway at
Longwarry we made our way thru Drouin West
and onto the the Old Sale road, this is where the
weather changed and it started to become wet.
We then travelled along the Moe—Walhalla road
where the next turn off was right onto Purvis road, unfortunately a few of us missed the turn off and started heading to
Walhalla. I started to think it was a little odd that we were heading in that direction and realized we had missed the turn
off. We back tracked and eventually caught up with the rest of the group near Glengarry. We were then told 2 other riders
were missing having also missed other turn off’s. 1 arrived shortly after and the other meet us at Bruthen. So we
continued on thru Toongabbie, Cowwarr and onto Heyfield for morning tea and petrol. As we reached Heyfield the weather
changed to sunny and warm and remained that way for the rest of the ride to Bombala. At Heyfield we meet John’s other
son Michael who lead us from Heyfield thru to Bruthen, it fair to say no one knew where we were going expect for Michael.
Using Google map I think we went thru Newbry , Glenaladale, Woodglen, Calulu, and then around the north of Bairnsdale
and onto Bruthen for lunch.
Unfortunately not everyone made it to lunch, Pat’s bike had problems somewhere around Woodglen and had to be nursed
back to Bairnsdale, where it spent Saturday night, Jim gave Pat a lift back to his house and also missed the rest of the
weekend, shit happens. The bike was picked up on Sunday and hopefully is on the way to being repaired. While at Bruthen
having lunch, we heard and saw a traveler scrap his caravan against a light pole which resulted in the caravan annex
breaking of the caravan and falling on to the footpath, this incident sort of summed up the day to that point. After lunch
the remaining group headed for Buchan along the Bruthen-Buchan road, great road, great views. From Buchan we headed
along the Buchan-Orbost road back towards the highway, this section of road was twisty and great fun to ride. Once on the
highway it was on to Cann River along sweeping roads with forests to either side of the road, a beautiful stretch of road.
Left at Cann River and on to the Monaro highway towards Bombala, the afternoon was fast disappearing and by the time
we reached Bombala it was getting a bit cool to ride. We arrived a bit later than plan after a good day of riding.
On Sunday Michael and Greg returned to their homes as they needed to be at work on Monday. The rest of us headed to
the coast thru Cathcart, Wyndham and then Pambula for morning tea, the ride to Pambula was wet in parts but the sun
came out in Pambula and the rest of the day was dry. A walk along the beach helped stretch the legs before we headed of
to Tathra thru Merimbula. Merimbula was very busy with bumper to bumper traffic for the trip thru the town centre, I
wouldn’t like to be in Merimbula when NSW has it’s long weekends, we were there on a so called normal weekend and it
was very busy. Lunch was on the deck of a pub
sitting overlooking the ocean in sunshine with a
beer in hand, life’s tough. After lunch we headed thru Bega and onto the snowy mountain
highway, this took us over the Brown mountain
where we stopped at the top at a lookout called
the Fred Piper lookout. Fred Piper was a locate
bus driver who crossed the mountain twice a
day so the public could cross the mountain
range. He passed away (heart attack) shoveling
snow on the road when the bus was blocked on
a
winters day, so the lookout was named
after Fred. Barry intended to run us up to
Nimmitabel , but the storm clouds and spots of
rain turned us away and we headed back to
Bombala.
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REPORT : BOMBALA 8TH — 10TH MARCH 2014
LEADER : BARRY FIDLER / JOHN COOK / MICHAEL COOK
REPORT : ALF DENNEMOSER
END CHARLIE : SAMUEL SUN / ANDREW KENNEDY

Around Ando we came across several hundred
cows grazing on the side of the road, this made
for a test of nerves as to who was going to move
first, the cow or the rider. The cows behaved
themselves and we all got back to Bombala in
one piece. Another day of great roads, weather
and company.
Saturday and Sunday nights were spent at the
Globe hotel which provided very good meals
and accommodation at very reasonable rates, a
friendly and well priced stay if your’re visiting
Bombala one day.
Sunday morning started with photos out the
front of the pub and at one of the local bridges.
After the photos we headed south to
Cann River, there was a noticeable difference in
the quality of the road surface between NSW and Victoria. Steve mentioned that the road in NSW was around 10 years old
and still in good condition whereas the Victorian road was a patchwork of repairs. This did make for an interesting ride
and tested our ability to change line mid corner. The weather started to warm up and we stopped in Cann River to start
peeling the layers of clothes off. Orbost was the next stop for fuel and morning tea, more clothes was removed as the
temperature stated to head towards 30C.
The ride from Orbost to Maffra thru Bairnsdale
started to get very warm as the temp reached
mid 30C, just out of
Bairnsdale we turned
left and went thru Bengworden, Perry Bridge
and then into Stratford, we were pleased to stop
for a cool drink and lunch in Maffra. After lunch
we said our farewells and we were lead by John
back along familiar roads north of Moe and
Morwell. I peeled of the group and went home
back along the old sale road and freeway, John
lead the rest of the group thru Willow grove and
Powelltown to the eastern suburbs.
It was back to reality after a great weekend of
riding with a group of like minded riders, thanks
to Barry, John and Michael for leading different
sections of the ride and also to Sam and Andrew for TEC duties.

Social Events
The Melbourne Branch hosts one informal Social Nights during the course of each month.
The social night is held on the 3rd Friday of the month at the Tower Hotel at 686 Burwood Road (Cnr
Camberwell Rd) Hawthorn East. from around 7pm.
The Tower Hotel provides a bistro style meal of more than adequate proportions including seafood that is
not expensive. The wine list is fairly comprehensive and the normal range of beer, soft drinks and spirits
is available at reasonable prices.
What makes these nights special is the camaraderie and friendship enjoyed by all who attend with much
laughter and frivolity emanating from the various groups and tables. For new chums and first timers,
introductions are made in the normal Ulyssian manner which ensures that nobody is left standing on the
outer and everyone is made to feel welcome.
These nights are often filled with the usual mirth-filled talk about motorbikes and bike trips, travel in
general, philosophy, geography and the usual odd joke etc. Someone always seems to have an
Australian Road Atlas which is oft referred to and it is heartening to note that some members don't mind
a little embellishment to make their story more interesting. One should never let the facts stand in the
way of delivering a good punch line or yarn!
These nights are not to be missed so pencil them into your social calendar and come along and enjoy

Meet for a Saturday Morning Coffee at
Melbourne Bake House
210 Bay Street Port Melbourne,
Drop in for breakfast or just a coffee and a chat!
** Plenty of bike parking available **
Or
If you wish to visit the traditional heart of motorcycling in Melbourne
Call in at Ume Hanna Café - 398 Elizabeth Street
(Just near A’Beckett Street)
From 10.30am to meet some fellow Ulysseans
&
Enjoy a coffee, chat and or breakfast and then check some bike shops

QUARTERMASTER’S STORE
Melbourne Branch T-Shirt - in our own distinctive orange & black!
Size

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

Chest cm

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

Garment

105

110

115

120

125

135

140

145

150

155

There may be a delay in receiving your order as we must purchase a minimum quantity of 20 from the
manufacturers. You will be notified when your order is ready. All orders must be accompanied by payment in full.

MELBOURNE BRANCH LOGO MERCHANDISE:
Name Badge

Size

Quantity

Unit Price

Total $

$10.00

Shirt - No Pocket

Size:

$35.00

Shirt - With Pocket

Size:

$38.00

Melbourne Branch embroidered patch 70mm

$7.50

ULYSSES LOGO MERCHANDISE:
Denim patch - 300mm x 300mm - Blue

$4.50

Embroidered patch 70mm

$4.00

Badges - Senior (50+) Gold

$5.00

- Junior (40+) Silver

$5.00

Bike Badge—Gold

$13.50

T-shirt long sleeve Black with large/small logo

Size:

$18.00

T-shirt short sleeve Black with large/small logo Size:

$16.00

Leather Belt - Black / Brown

$25.00

Size:

Pewter Belt Buckle - Small

$17.00

Pewter Belt Buckle - Large

$18.50

Chrome Motorcycle Number Plate Frame

$9.00

Windscreen sticker (inside)

$4.00

Windscreen sticker (outside)

$4.00

Reflective sticker

$1.50

TOTAL ORDER

PLEASE NOTE : $10.00 postage for orders up to the value of $100.00

Contact Norm Scholz on 0400 840-374 to place an order

THE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: GREG REES

RIDE CO-ORDINATOR : DOUG SHEARER

Phone:

Phone:

0416 109 933

0418 984 791 or 8802 0379

SECRETARY : SUZANNE CLARKE
Phone:

COMMITTEE MEMBER : DAVID CLARKE

0418 581 800

Phone:

0408 325 322 or 9762 6496

TREASURER : SAMUEL SUN
Phone:

COMMITTEE MEMBER : JOHN COOK
(WEBSITE EDITOR)

0413 642 083

QUARTERMASTER : NORM & SUE
SCHOLZ
Phone:

0400 840 374 or 8502 7096

Phone:

9728 5769 or 0419 599 530

COMMITTEE MEMBER : HOLLY FIELDS
Phone:

0417 577 702

COMMITTEE MEMBER : PAT RYAN
Phone:

0412 223 146

Note : Committee members and Spare Tyre editor can be contacted by the “Contact Us” link on the web page

For contributions to the Spare Tyre, please contact the spare tyre editor
Got a funny story?? Something interesting you would like to share??
Something you want to advertise?? Please send it in.

Brian Quintal 0400 840 374 or 8502 7096

RIDE CALENDAR : APRIL — JUNE 2014
Please refer to the website for any last minute changes…… www.ulyssesmelb.com
EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event. All rides start at 10am sharp unless otherwise
stated - Don’t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-ordinator—Doug Shearer - 0418 984 791.

Sunday, April 6, 2014 - 10:00am - 1:30pm Departs Dandenong 10.00 AM. Ride Leader John Cook 0419 599 530 or
97285769. A ride down through the Gippsland hills finishing at Inverloch for lunch in the park near shops and
pub. After lunch we will continue along Bunurong coastal route to Wonthaggi for some sea views for those interested
before a final stop / break at Tooradin where we might try the new cafe near the jetty / launching ramp.
Sunday, April 13, 2014 - TBA - Refer to www.ulyssesmelb.com or contact Doug shearer on 0418 984 791 or 8802 0379

Sunday, April 20, 2014 - TBA - Refer to www.ulyssesmelb.com or contact Doug shearer on 0418 984 791 or 8802 0379

Sunday, April 27, 2014 - 10:00am - 1:30pm Lilydale to Yea. Ride leader Andrew Kennedy. more info call 0481330107.

Sunday, May 4, 2014 - 10:00am - 1:30pm Full details still to be published. We are planning a ride to Korumburra to
commemorate the formation of the Melbourne branch and first ride to Korumburra in May 1984
Sunday, May 11, 2014 - 10:00am - 1:30pm
Dennemoser. 0409205396

Leaves from Dandenong , a mystery tour around Gippsland lead by Alf

Monday, May 12, 2014 - 10:00am - Sunday, May 18, 2014 - 4:00pm The Ulysses Club Inc.National AGM Event is being
held in Alice Springs. Put these dates in your calendar and start planning.
Saturday, May 24, 2014 - 8:00am - Sunday, May 25, 2014 - 4:30pm Departs Dandenong 0800 Sharp
on Saturday.
Saturday. Ride Leader John Cook (03) 97285769 or 0419 599 530
Sunday, June 1, 2014 - TBA - Refer to www.ulyssesmelb.com or contact Doug shearer on 0418 984 791 or 8802 0379

Saturday, June 7, 2014 - 9:00am - Monday, June 9, 2014 - 5:00pm If you're interested in a trip away for the long weekend you might consider meeting other Ulysses members at Echuca. See http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/content/063border-incident-echuca-7-9-june-2014 for full details. If someone wants to lead a ride there please let us know and we'll
add start details to calendar.
Sunday, June 15, 2014 - 10:00am - 1:30pm

Kalkallo to Malmsbury ride leader Roger Foot 0409 231 676

Sunday, June 22, 2014 - TBA - Refer to www.ulyssesmelb.com or contact Doug shearer on 0418 984 791 or 8802 0379
Sunday, June 29, 2014 - 10:00am - 1:30pm

Dandenong to Noojee. ride leader Andrew Kennedy 0481330107.

DEPARTURE POINT
D E P A R T U R E P O I N T S DANDENONG:
LILYDALE:
Olinda Hotel, Maroondah
Highway. Left hand side out
-bound from Melbourne—
100 metres from rail crossing. Melway 38 E4

United Service Station on Princes Highway
(next door to the old Safeway/Maccas
Location, near the corner of Doveton Avenue (and yes, they do have a toilet!!)
Melway 91 B12

ARDEER:

KALKALLO:
KALKALLO:

Seven 11 with a McDonalds,
Western Ring Road. Left
hand side out-bound from
Melbourne. Melway 40 B5

Caltex Service Station,
Hume Freeway. Approx 1
km north of Donnybrook
Road intersection.
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