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I N S I D E … … .  

 Ride Reports 

 A sojourn  Through 

Europe 

 Social events 

 Ride Calendar 

Thanks to all those who 

take the time to do ride 

reports and post photos on 

the website.  -  it makes 

“stealing the photos” for 

the Spare Tyre very easy for 

me……. 

 

Sadly, Ume Café the 

original meeting point for 

Ulysses Melbourne on 

Saturdays is now closed 

and with it part of the 

branch history is no more. 

O C T O B E R  -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 4  

S P A R E  T Y R E  

M E L B O U R N E  B R A N C H  W E B  S I T E  :  

W W W . U L Y S S E S M E L B . C O M    

Maurice (Maurie) Thirkell, #10575 Melbourne Branch 

05/06/1937 – 06/07/2014. 

Maurie joined the club in 1996 and became one of the Melbourne branch much loved 

characters. 

He had 3 main loves, his animals 

including Tripod his 3 legged cat, his 

motorbike and the Ulysses club. His 

favorite and last bike was a smart 

looking blue 2004 Honda 800 VFR which 

saw him zipping along on the rides with 

the occasional roadside negotiation with 

the local constabulary utilising his 

superior salesman skills.  

Finally the enjoying the odd midweek 

ride to Yea in last year of riding. His love for the club was evident as even in his slower 

years he always wanted to be there including showing up at the start of rides in his car 

to say “gidday”  when he could no longer ride or appearing at coffee on Saturdays 

downing his favorite cinnamon donut and coffee whilst enjoying camaraderie and the 

sights of Port Melbourne. Even earlier this year scheming a plan to get to the Alice 

Springs AGM which he put to his health workers however his health did not allow. 

Since his passing members have been telling me of his welcoming support 

experienced by them when they first joined the club. I and the other members will miss 

his wit and sense humour. Rest in peace mate.   

 

Holly Fields #52061 

Melbourne Branch 

Farewell Maurice (Maurie) Thirkell 

http://www.ulyssesmelb.com
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Pannier Framez  
 
DL1000 VStrom 

 

 The latest product at Strapz HQ is a set of pannier support frames for the new 

‘Strom. 

 

 

I’ve been lucky enough to get my hands on one of 

the first demo bikes from my friendly local dealer. 

As usual my frames are designed to be light and 

unobtrusive, keeping the whole Expedition 

Pannier system as narrow as possible.  

 

I always aim to get the frames to look as if they 

are OEM equipment by following styling and body 

lines of the bike. 

 

Fitted in around 15 minutes with two Hex keys 

and a 13mm spanner they can be stashed in the 

shed when not in use if that’s the way the owner 

wants to roll. 

 

Constructed by hand of mild steel tube to allow 

maximum resistance to vibration and 

straightening after a tumble they are lavishly 

powder coated satin black.  All the supplied nuts 

and bolts are stainless steel. 

 

Designed and made by us right here in Melbourne. 

 

Price is $370 a set plus postage. 
 

Contact details 

16F New St, Frankston, 3199 

ph 03 9770 2207 

email; info@andystrapz.com 
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In June and July Kris and I went to The Netherlands to visit family and friends and to commemorate the 60 th anniversary 

of my migration to Australia in 1954.   We got to do some motorbike riding and visited some interesting places. 

On arrival in Maasland (a small village near Rotterdam) my 

cousin, Peter very generously made his Yamaha Super Tenere 

available for me to use whenever I desired.   It proved to be a 

great bike for getting around on two up and carting a moderate 

amount of gear when away for a few days at a time.  The 

ergonomics were great for me but then again I am over 190cm.  

The boxes and seat height could make it awkward for a shorter 

person.    The Garmin he had fitted to it was of great benefit 

finding specific addresses and also finding the way back to 

highways. 

A day after arrival, we hopped on the bike and headed towards 

central NL to go visiting and to test my skills riding on the right 

hand side of the road, using freeways with speed limits of up to 

130KPH and generally get used to the Yamaha.   We were 

invited to attend a wedding in Gouda and believe it or not the 

bride arrived on a scooter and no prizes for guessing who may be in charge! 

Several days later we returned by a more circuitous route and 

enjoyed riding the narrow road atop a levee bank with a canal to 

one side and fields (polders) much lower on the opposite side.  

Not a fast ride, but very scenic and enjoyable. 

We then joined up with another cousin and drove to the Perigord 

region in the south of France by car and paid some quite high toll 

fees either side of Paris.  Getting through Paris was quite 

congested.   At one stage we were passed by some gendarmes 

on bikes who were escorting a car carrying an organ donation.  

The car even had its mirrors folded in and it was amazing the way 

the gendarmes forced room through the traffic jam for the 

transport car.    Very impressive. 

We spent a week touring the Perigord which had some fantastic 

roads. 

Whilst visiting Brantome, which is surrounded by roads which 

compare favourably with the spurs east of Melbourne I noticed 

several groups of up to a dozen bikes being escorted by gendarmes 

in uniform on marked police bikes.    They even stopped for coffee 

together as groups.  It seemed they were doing something similar to 

the escorted training rides around the Yarra Ranges.  It seemed a 

very positive way of maintaining good relations and enhancing road 

safety at the same time.   

Soon after returning to NL, we flew off to Belfast with Peter and his 

wife and enjoyed a couple days there including a visit to the dry dock 

in which the Titanic had sat before its fateful maiden voyage.  The 

very enthusiastic English girl who conducted the tour really added 

that special something to the visit with her enthusiasm. 

The tour of the area around the “Peace Wall” was also extremely 

interesting and I was staggered by the fact that they still lock the gates each night on the 15 metre high wall that 

separates the Catholic and Protestant areas.  At the time of our visit, the Protestants were preparing huge bon fires for 

the annual celebrations of the victory of William of Orange back in 1690.   I was again staggered by how close one of 

these very large timber stacks was to a petrol station!  

We also toured (by car) the Ard Peninsula south of Belfast which had some lovely bike roads and scenery.  We then 

toured the north coast of Northern Ireland and the Republic, both of which had some spectacular scenery and roads 

S O M E  M U S I N G S  F R O M  

O U R  V I S I T  T O  E U R O P E  

J U N E  2 0 1 4  

J O H N  &  K R I S  C O O K  
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that would have been great on a bike.   After a week in Ireland we flew back to NL. 

On arrival, there was a festival celebrating windmills, so we visited several working 400 year old mills, which are still used 

for milling grains or pumping water.   The construction of wooden gear wheels and bearings was fascinating.    

Kris and I then borrowed the Yamaha again and rode to Detmold in Germany to visit friends.  We crossed into Germany 

near Hengelo and came across a giant traffic jam near Osnabruck.  We lane filtered and at times lane split on the bike 

and the attitude of drivers actually checking mirrors and moving over to allow motorbikes to pass was fantastic and quite 

different to behaviour I have experienced here in Oz at times.    I won’t detail our social visits, but will add that we stayed 

in a converted barn which had been built in 1801.   The ceiling in the upstairs room we slept in was very low and I have 

the scars to prove it!   After several days in Detmold, it was back on the bike and back to NL by a totally different route.   

The road houses / fuel stops in NL are very good with waiter service plus the food and alcohol are very reasonably priced.  

The fuel in Germany was considerably cheaper than in NL but still way more expensive than here.   

After some rest and socialising, Kris and I then headed off by 

ourselves to somewhere completely different – Malta for a short 

week.  Malta was very interesting, but not the place for large 

bikes, quad bikes and scooters were the norm and traffic was 

chaotic.   My initial impression was that Malta looked very 

parched, dusty and dishevelled with many abandoned farm 

properties and tumble down stone fences.   The bitumen road 

surfaces had repeatedly melted in the heat and it left a very 

smooth shiny surface which glistened in the sun and was 

extremely slippery when dry, let alone when wet.   Having said 

that, Malta really grew on us, the people were friendly, food and 

drink were great value, getting around on the water and walking 

around the ancient cities and fortifications was fascinating.   Malta 

has enough churches to enable you to visit a different one on 

every day of the year and there is no shortage of religious 

festivals.    The island of Gozo was more fertile than Malta itself 

and even had some vineyards which produced some quite nice 

wines including one labelled “Ulysses”.    

We then flew back to NL and spent the last fortnight of our 

vacation, visiting relatives, friends, a trappist brewery, 

socialising and enjoying some day trips on the Yamaha.  

I also enjoyed some walks around the lovely canal lined village 

of Maassluis which is well over 400 years old and where we 

even saw children swimming in the canal outside their front 

door.   

The use of bicycles in the Netherlands is a whole other story.  

They are simply part of the culture, a primary form of transport, 

a whole infrastructure is set up for them and helmets are not 

compulsory.   Vehicle parks at rail stations are also entirely 

different!      

We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, then the 8 weeks was over and it was a case back home to Oz.     
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R I D E  R E P O R T    :  A R D E E R  T O  E Y N E S B U R Y  

R I D E  L E A D E R    :  R O G E R  F O O T  

R E P O R T E R   :  P A T  R Y A N  

T A I L  E N D  C H A R L I E  :   

Ride Report Sunday 15th June 2014 
 

Sunday dawned with a clear blue sky which was rather surprising considering the forecast and that it had rained 

overnight. I jumped on my bike and headed for Ardeer to join Roger Foot's ride which was posted as 

from Ardeer to Eynesbury. Now I thought that it was a very short ride as it is only some 15 or twenty minutes from 

start to finish and even if the weather did change and we would be home by morning tea time. 

Roger had other ideas however. It seems that there is more than one way to get from Ardeer to Eynesbury and he 

had not chosen the shortest or indeed the most boring route. 

Some 15 intrepid Ulyssians arrived at Ardeer by the time the starting flag was raised and off we headed into the 

sunshine. Out of the servo onto the freeway and then up Robinsons Road.  All was going well although and we had 

been warned to look out for roadworks early in the piece we managed to negotiate these easily. It was about then 

that Huey decided we had had enough sunshine and decided to rain down upon us, which he continued to do at 

various levels from pestilence to drizzle for most of the rest of the ride. Fortunately we all had waterproofs on and 

operating on the theory that a little hardship is good for the soul we pressed on regardless. 

Roger had planned pretty well and just as we were getting comfortable with the rain we arrived on a gravel road. 

This was not so bad as there was a hard packed base and the gravel was pretty stable. Well, it was at first, but 

soon the hard base disappeared and the puddles appeared and of course the gravel gave way to mud so we all 

concentrated a bit harder and kept upright. All this gravel and mud was getting the bikes pretty dirty so in true 

caring leader fashion Roger took us through a bike wash in the form of a ford over the Werribee River. All made it 

through here OK in spite of the slippery cobblestones under the water and lucky us - we were back on the gravel -

 Yoohoo! 

 After a while the gravel gave way to nice bitumen but it was a bit too wet to stop and kiss it so we soldiered on. 

From there we went along some of our more familiar roads on the way to Anakie, Stieglitz and Meredith for 

morning tea. On the way we went up the infamous "Jump Up" a steep winding road climbing up from a one-way 

bridge with very tight turns, really great on a wet day! We also went over the tight turns where one of our number 

came to grief on a ride last year and wrote off his beautiful Harley so that was a timely reminder of what can 

happen if you don't concentrate all the time. 

As usual a few riders left us after morning tea to head home to meet family obligations and the rest of us 

continued. We turned right at Meredith which was a new one for me and headed north. Of course the rain got even 

heavier after we left the morning tea stop but we headed off on a nice high speed run along a narrow but curving 

and undulating road. We managed to stay off the highway although we crossed it a couple of times. Down through 

Bacchus Marsh and on to Eynesbury. This is an eye opener for the first time visitor with the magnificent turn of the 

century bluestone mansion and outbuildings previously owned by the Bailleau family. Ted was not there but in 

spite (or is that because) of that we had a nice lunch and went our individual ways home. 

Thanks to Roger for designing a challenging interesting run which had something for everyone. It is one which 

could be repeated annually and enjoyed over again. 

Pat Ryan. 
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R I D E  R E P O R T    : A R D E E R  T O  A P P O L L O  B A Y  

R I D E  L E A D E R    : M I K E  F I T A L L  

R E P O R T E R   : M I K E  F I T T A L  

T A I L  E N D  C H A R L I E  :   

Sunday 6th July 2014. Ardeer to Apollo Bay  

(Great Ocean Road), 220 kms. 

 

Seven keen riders set off from Ardeer on a cool winter morning, with showers around and the weather radar not looking 

promising. We started out on the Western highway, before heading across country up and over the granite hills leading 

into Anakie. From there it was a straight run down to the freeway (made more interesting by the maniac Commodore 

driver who insisted on passing all of us in one go!), and around the back of Geelong. In rain showers we turned off up to 

Ceres (an interesting mixture of old and modern buildings) and rode in ‘the back way’ via Moriac to Anglesea. It seems 

even Ron had not been on some of these back roads! 

 

At Anglesea we enjoyed hot coffees all round while standing in the sun to warm up and dry off. We then headed down the 

GOR to Apollo Bay, behind the usual mixture of drivers – some slow, some happy to let us past, one crazy Tarago driver 

who slowly overtook another vehicle with a blind corner coming up! The wet road was great for our concentration, as well 

as being reasonably busy for winter, and so were the towns and beaches due to school holidays. Lunch at a picnic table 

in Apollo Bay in the sun was a well-earned break. 

 

After a stop for fuel, it was up the Skenes Creek road and through some of the Otways forest (tricky wet roads, with bark) 

back through Moriac, where we steered north to get away from another shower. We retraced our route through Ceres, 

with a great view from the Barabool Hills out over Geelong and the You Yangs, before riding down to the freeway for the 

grind back up the Geelong road to Melbourne. 

 

Many thanks to Ron, Alf, Mark, Geoff, Gerry, and Sam for their good spirits and camaraderie on the day. It was the first 

time Sam had been on the GOR, which was a surprise to me. The day was a good reminder that the GOR can still be a 

great ride, in spite of wet roads and 80 km/hr signs ! 

 

Mike Fittall, VFR1200 
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R I D E  R E P O R T    :  L I L Y D A L E  T O  Y E A  

R I D E  L E A D E R    :  P A T  R Y A N  

R E P O R T E R   :  P A T  R Y A N  

T A I L  E N D  C H A R L I E  :   

13th July from Lilydale to Yea via Marysville. 
 

On the morning of the ride at Lilydale for the start only three other riders turned up. This surprised me a little as I had expected no one 

to come due to the freezing cold and pelting rain however Ulyssians are tougher than that and there is always someone there. As one 

who rides almost every Sunday weather notwithstanding I was pleased to see others who wanted to test their wet weather skills. 

 

The plan was to head out through Warburton then Reefton and past Cambarville and across the mountain road to Marysville for 

morning tea. I drove the route a week earlier and knew it was challenging but nothing that we could not handle. On ride day however 

there had been severe storms overnight and the mountain road would be covered in debris and maybe even the odd fallen tree so I 

decided to keep this one for a better day and changed the route somewhat. 

 

Now while we were waiting for 10am to arrive a cop on a bike stopped to talk to us. He did not want to check our licences or anything 

but just wanted to chat to some fellow riders. Maybe he felt lonely hiding behind his tree with a hair dryer and just wanted some 

company. Anyway he told us the road we had planned was very bad and it made sense to change however we should look out for his 

mates who were conducting a blitz over the Black Spur and surrounding areas. 

 

With just four of us we dispensed with the usual corner marking and tail end Charlie and just looked out for each other. Leaving 

Lilydale we went up via Mt Evelyn to Wandin and out the Warburton Highway to Yarra Junction where we turned left then left again 

shortly thereafter and headed to Healesville and over the Black Spur to Marysville for morning tea. This part of the ride turned out to 

be quite good although traffic kept us to the speed limit over the spur. Maybe not such a bad thing! 

 

As an aside what we now know as The Black Spur is in fact Black's Spur and has an interesting history. Anyone interested could follow 

the following link for an enlightening read. 

http://bpadula.tripod.com/maroondah/id20.html 

 

After a nice morning tea at Marysville we headed to Buxton then Taggerty and Alexandra before turning left towards Yea where we 

arrived pretty much on time for lunch a little after 1pm. This last section from morning tea was a high speed run through undulating 

and slightly winding farming country and the rain had eased off by this time. 

 

I am biased as the ride leader but I think everyone enjoyed the ride and I have a route up my sleeve for a nice mountain ride later in 

the year. 

 

http://bpadula.tripod.com/maroondah/id20.html
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Sponsors’  

We would like to thank the sponsors for their financial support which enables the branch to publish 

this newsletter, our webpage and also contributes significantly to the cost of running our day for  

Very Special Kids.   

These businesses support us in many ways and most offer discounts to Ulysses Club members, so we 

urge you to show your support and consider these businesses when looking for accessories, bikes, 

clothing, parts and or servicing.  

Ron’s Ride to Warburton 17 August 2014 

 

After discovering a break in the ride calendar Ron Blomley decided it really was time we all got out again and 

volunteered to lead a ride in the middle of winter.  Over a dozen people assembled at Dandenong despite rather 

miserable weather forecasts during the week.   We were well rewarded as Ron had put together a great little tour 

through the back of the Dandenong Ranges and we had a dry and relatively mild day to boot!          

Greg Scott volunteered to perform Tail End duties and, as we were all “regulars”, the briefing really didn’t take long and 

we got under way very shortly after 10.00 am.   

We did a simple run east, then North and got to experience some curves and mountain scenery from Wellington Road 

onwards.  After Belgrave, we went past the Puffing Billy trestle bridge and turned left again at Menzies Creek, where we 

saw a very lame stretch limousine (a back wheel appeared to have broken off!), then North beside the lovely tall eucalypt 

forests to Cooks Corner then on to Kallista and Monbulk. 

The roads are busy at times with low speed limits, but the mix of scenery and curves really is worth the ride.  We then cut 

back to Emerald past some gullies, tight bridges and healthy tree ferns along more delightful winding roads before 

stopping in a busy Emerald for morning tea and a chat where I got to hear about some members’ adventures on the trip 

to Alice. 

We then went up one of my favourites – Paternoster Road, with its views from the ridges, before arriving in Cockatoo and 

continued further east past some open farmland to Gembrook.   The  lovely road north past Kurth Kiln got us to 

Launching Place and we then followed the highway east with the Yarra burbling along on our left for the last couple of 

kilometres into Warburton where we stopped for lunch.                         

  I enjoyed a leisurely lunch and chat with others at the bakery which coped well with large numbers and then got away 

quickly as I had other engagements that afternoon and I was relatively close to home.    Ron, you put together a great 

ride – Thank you.  

  

R I D E  R E P O R T    :  D A N D E N O N G  T O  W A R B U R T O N  

R I D E  L E A D E R    :  R O N  B L O M L E Y  

R E P O R T E R   :  J O H N  C O O K  

T A I L  E N D  C H A R L I E  :  G R E G  S C O T T  
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R I D E  R E P O R T    :  L I L Y D A L E  T O  S E Y M O U R  

R I D E  L E A D E R    :  J O H N  C O O K  

R E P O R T E R   :  J O H N  C O O K  

T A I L  E N D  C H A R L I E  :  B I L L  D U S T I N G  

Seymour Ride 24 August 2014 

 
A dozen of us met at Lilydale under blue skies for the 

ride to Seymour, Bill readily volunteered to perform TEC 

duties again and I failed in my efforts to get a reporter 

for the ride.    As we were all regulars, the briefing was 

kept short and we got under way very shortly after 

10.00am and tootled out to Yarra Glen via Coldstream.  

From there we headed east to Healesville and took in 

the views of vineyards trimmed at the end of winter.  We 

then went north up Chum Creek Road past the viaduct.  

The road proved fairly bumpy on the way up to Toolangi 

and was damp in patches.  We then crossed the Melba 

and got some great views back over the Yarra Valley 

before pulling into Kinglake for morning tea less than an 

hour after we departed.   We had a leisurely chat (which 

included people commenting on the odd slip coming up 

Chum Creek Road) at the picnic tables opposite the 

shops.  Several people then had to leave and the rest of 

us went down the Kinglake - Glenburn Road past many of 

the new houses erected since the fires and on to the Melba 

Highway.  After a very short stint on the Melba we turned 

off again and went up through Break O Day to Strath Creek 

and on to the Goulburn Valley Highway along roads which 

were much more open than the earlier tight roads through 

the forests.   

As we approached Seymour, we turned off and visited the 

Light Horse Memorial Park after I received a suggestion 

from Raymond Herd and it was well worth the visit.  We 

then continued on to the Royal Hotel in Seymour where we 

had a great value simple lunch sitting in the sunny beer 

garden.  

After lunch several more broke off to return to the northern 

and western suburbs and a small group of us rode back to 

Lilydale via Tallarook and Trawool to Yea and then down 

the Melba Highway before heading off our separate ways 

from Yarra Glen. 

Thank you to all who came along despite the miserable forecast.  As it turned out riding conditions were great all day and 

the rain did not arrive until well after Kris and I arrived home.  

  

John Cook  
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Hi Everyone. 

 

Very Special Kids BBQ day is coming up and I want to remind 

our members to come along and support the day. 

VSK day is a great day where the Melbourne Branch put on a 

day out for the families of Very Special Kids (children living 

with life threatening illness or disability).  Traditionally it has 

been fun day with our members helping out with the cooking, 

entertainment and motorbike rides.  Please bring along any 

spare helmets for the kids to use on the rides. 

When: Sunday November 16th 

10:00am onwards til 1.30pm 

Where: Cardinia Reservoir Park, off Wellington Rd and 

follow the VSK signs to the Rotunda at Crystal Brook picnic 

area.  

 

Any queries contact Libby on 0411 522 041 

Be there or be square! 

 

V E R Y  S P E C I A L  K I D S  D A Y  

S U N D A Y  N O V E M B E R  1 6   

F R O M  1 0 : 0 0 A M  
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R I D E  R E P O R T    :  A R D E E R  T O  M A R Y B O R O U G H  

R I D E  L E A D E R    :   A L F  D E N N E M O S S E R  

R E P O R T E R   :  J O H N  C O O K  

T A I L  E N D  C H A R L I E  :  B R I A N  Q U I N T A L  

It was a Blustery Blustery Day 

28 September 2014 

On the way out to the Ardeer starting point, I was constantly 

reminded of reading A A Milne to the kids and the words “A Blustery 

Blustery Day” wouldn’t leave my mind.  The speed limit on Westgate 

had been reduced to 60 KPH because of the high northerly winds 

and this was frustrating because the slower I went the more the wind 

moved the bike around.  I passed one guy on a highly decorated and 

modified Victory who was really struggling along at about 20KPH in 

the far left lane. 

Anyway, I arrived safely, bright and early and quite a few members 

were already waiting for Alf who arrived well in advance of the start 

time and was surprised by the number of people who had arrived 

before him.     Brian was already kitted up in his Hi vis vest and took 

on the role of Tail End Charlie for the day.  

Alf had put quite a bit of planning into the ride and including organising a lunch at the café inside the beautifully restored 

railway station at Maryborough and the route to get there.   About 20 people with a significant number of regular faces 

including some we had not seen for a while such as Harry and Anna on the Suzuki, Gary and Wendy on the Victory, Gaz on 

his immaculate Yamaha, Jacinta on her new VFR and  Peter returned from his travels plus quite a few others.  The 

briefing was done and numbers (for lunch) were obtained and phoned through to the café.   

We then got under way and headed west along the Western Freeway 

before turning north onto Leakes Road and on to places I had never 

previously visited which is one of the great things about going on 

branch rides – visiting and discovering new places.  Side winds were 

quite an issue when not heading north or south and really moving the 

bikes about.  We skirted Toolern Vale and then went past Lake Merrimu 

(I think) and then came back in on the outskirts of Bacchus Marsh via 

the old Western Highway, the Avenue of Honour and past market 

gardens.  These areas had changed significantly since my last visit but 

still brought back some memories. We then continued south before 

heading west through Glenmore and up the spectacular but narrow and 

bumpy gorge before heading into Ballan for morning tea.  

We then continued west along Old Melbourne Road through Gordon and 

Bungaree (I think) before crossing over the highway again and continued 

north into the lovely old town of Creswick and then on to the edge of 

Clunes before doubling back east a bit and then north past Tullaroop 

Reservoir (I’m guessing again) and on to Maryborough where we stopped 

inside the magnificently restored railway station for lunch after riding 220 

kilometres.   Many of the roads were quite open and the spark plugs and 

exhaust were cleaned with the higher speed runs despite the extra 

concentration required to cope with the strong winds and I got to see 

some parts of Victoria that I had never seen.   

After lunch, quite a few of us continued east to Newstead, Castlemaine 

and Chewton and then returned towards Melbourne via the Calder 

Highway.  

Alf it was a great ride, I enjoyed it and I know others did too.  Thank you. 

                               

http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/content/ride-maryborough-28-september-2014#comment-720
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 U L Y S S E S  C L U B  

M E L B O U R N E  B R A N C H  

Christmas Party 
Saturday 13thDecember 2014 

Donvale Sports Club, Noonan Way, Donvale from 7pm 

Live music & entertainment provided by Gary 

Porthouse.  Heaps of great music to dance the night away!  

Dinner, dancing and fun for only   $35.00 per person 

Drinks available at bar prices   raffle & door prizes! 
 

Please detach below and forward your details together with payment to 
 Pat Ryan. PO Box 1057 Surrey Hills North Vic 3127 

Cheque or money order payable to “Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch”  
(tickets are not mailed, but held for collection on the night) 

Or Direct Deposit to BSB 033 371 Account No 231845 ref XMAS (plus your name) 

 Use “Contact us” link to Treasurer or President on www.ulyssesmelb.com  

Christmas Party 

Saturday 13th December 2014 

Name(s):..................................................................................................................................................... 

Address:........................................................................................................................................................ 

No of tickets:............                                     Amount enclosed:....................... 

For confirmation please supply email address:............................................. 

http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/
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2015 NOMINATION FORM – Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch 

 
I, ………………………………………Ulysses Member No …………,  

do hereby nominate ……………………………………………………. 

Ulysses Member No ……………..,  

for the position of …………………………………………………….., 

on the Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch Committee 2015. 

 

 

I………………………………..……….. Ulysses Member No ………….., do hereby second the 

nomination put forward by…………………………  

…………………………………….to nominate …………………………… 

for the position of ..……………………………………………………….. .. 

on the Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch Committee 2015. 

 

 

I, ………………………………………..Ulysses Member No ……………,  

do hereby accept the nomination put forward by ………………………… 

and seconded by ……………………………………………… 

for the position of ……………………………………………..  

on the Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch Committee 2015. 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………….    dated……………………… 

 

Completed forms signed by nominator, seconder and nominee should be delivered to 

branch secretary by 21 January 2015 

Signed……………………………………….      dated……………………… 

Signed  ………………………………….......     dated……………………. 
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C A T C H  A L L  T H E  A C T I O N  

A T  T H E  A L E X A N D R A  

H I S T O R I C  T R U C K  M U S T E R  

1 2  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 4    

On Sunday 12th October, 2014 Ray Herd is leading the Ulysses Melbourne Branch ride 

from Lilydale to the delightful country town of Alexandra which is holding its very first 

Annual Automotive Swap Meet and Historic Truck Muster. 

The event is to be held in the show grounds at Alexandra with plenty of bric-a-brack, old 

wares and collectables as well as the automotive, motorcycle and truck exhibits.  Rotary 

and Friends will be there to supply the on-site catering.   

Alexandra for those that do not know it is something of a tourist centre 

within the Goulburn Valley with its Art and Craft Galleries, quality 

Restaurants, Tea Rooms, Gourmet Cafes, Hotels and Bakeries as well 

as areas of historic and cultural importance.  The historic Gold Mining 

Village, the Alexandra Timber Tramways Museum and the Artworkz 

History Café are all within the town as are a host of other local 

attractions. 

The town contains many fine old buildings from its early beginnings to 

the present and has a wonderful Rotary Park located in the centre of 

town near the event.   Alexandra also has a well-documented Self-Guided 

Tour which you can download, through Ray's www.sandgropher.com 

website. 

The ride will leave Lilydale at 9:00 am sharp arriving in Yea around 10:30 am where we will stop for morning tea at the excellent Red 

Plate Cafe in the main drag .  From there we shall continue on to 

Alexandra where I expect to arrive around 12:00 midday leaving 

plenty of time to wander around the showgrounds and have lunch, 

view the vehicles, exhibits and displays and simply enjoy what the 

muster has to offer.  

The organisers have offered free entrance to those who choose to 

park in the showgrounds and display their bikes for the 2 hour 

period which Ray intends to do.   

After the event, say around 2:15 pm, Ray will be available to lead 

a ride home travelling via Taggerty the Black Spur and Maroondah 

Highway for coffee at Healesville prior to going our separate ways 

and home. 

The ride to Yea will be of some 160 - 200 km, depending on the 

weather and conditions and include something for everyone, from 

the experienced to the not so experienced.    

All Ulyssians, male and female, their friends and family are 

welcome to join the ride.   

C:/Users/BRIAN/Documents/Alayne
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                                                     Social Events 

The Melbourne Branch hosts one informal Social Nights during the course of each month. 

The social night is held on the 3rd Friday of the month at the Tower Hotel at 686 Burwood Road (Cnr 

Camberwell Rd) Hawthorn East. from around 7pm. 

The Tower Hotel provides a bistro style meal of more than adequate proportions including seafood that is 

not expensive. The wine list is fairly comprehensive and the normal range of beer, soft drinks and spirits 

is available at reasonable prices. 

What makes these nights special is the camaraderie and friendship enjoyed by all who attend with much 

laughter and frivolity emanating from the various groups and tables. For new chums and first timers,   

introductions are made in the normal Ulyssian manner which ensures that nobody is left standing on the 

outer and everyone is made to feel welcome. 

These nights are often filled with the usual mirth-filled talk about motorbikes and bike trips, travel in   

general, philosophy, geography and the usual odd joke etc. Someone always seems to have an        

Australian Road Atlas which is oft referred to and it is heartening to note that some members don't mind 

a little embellishment to make their story more interesting. One should never let the facts stand in the 

way of delivering a good punch line or yarn! 

These nights are not to be missed so pencil them into your social calendar and come along and enjoy 

Meet for a Saturday Morning Coffee at  

 

Melbourne Bake House 

 

210 Bay Street Port Melbourne, 

 

Drop in for breakfast or just a coffee and a chat! 

 

** Plenty of bike parking available ** 
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Q U A R T E R M A S T E R ’ S  S T O R E  

Melbourne Branch T-Shirt  -  in our own distinctive orange & black! 

Size 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 

Chest cm 75 80 85 90 95 100 105 110 115 120 

Garment 105 110 115 120 125 135 140 145 150 155 

There may be a delay in receiving your order as we must purchase a minimum quantity of 20 from the  

manufacturers. You will be notified when your order is ready.  All orders must be accompanied by payment in full. 

MELBOURNE BRANCH LOGO MERCHANDISE: Size Quantity Unit Price Total $ 

Name Badge       $10.00   

Shirt  -  No Pocket                                                 Size:     $35.00   

Shirt  -  With Pocket                                              Size:     $38.00   

Melbourne Branch embroidered patch 70mm   $7.50  

ULYSSES LOGO MERCHANDISE:     

Denim patch  -  300mm x 300mm  -  Blue     $4.50   

Embroidered patch 70mm   $4.00  

Badges  -  Senior (50+)  Gold     $5.00   

              -  Junior  (40+)  Silver     $5.00   

Bike Badge—Gold     $13.50   

T-shirt long sleeve Black with large/small logo     Size:     $18.00   

T-shirt short sleeve Black with large/small logo    Size:   $16.00  

Leather Belt  -  Black / Brown                               Size:     $25.00   

Pewter Belt Buckle  -  Small     $17.00   

Pewter Belt Buckle  -  Large     $18.50   

Chrome Motorcycle Number Plate Frame     $9.00   

Windscreen sticker (inside)        $4.00   

Windscreen sticker (outside)        $4.00  

Reflective sticker        $1.50  

TOTAL ORDER     

     

                                    Contact Norm Scholz  on  0400 840-374 to place an order 

PLEASE NOTE : $10.00 postage for orders up to the value of $100.00 
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P R E S I D E N T :  G R E G  R E E S   

Phone:  0416 109 933 

 

S E C R E T A R Y  :  S U Z A N N E  C L A R K E   

Phone:    0418 581 800  

 

 

T R E A S U R E R  :  S A M U E L  S U N  

Phone:   0413 642 083 

 

Q U A R T E R M A S T E R  :  N O R M  &  S U E  

S C H O L Z   

Phone:  0400 840 374  or 8502 7096     

 

 

 

T H E  C O M M I T T E E  

R I D E  C O - O R D I N A T O R  :  D O U G  S H E A R E R       

Phone:  0418 984 791   or 8802 0379  

 

 

C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R  :  D A V I D  C L A R K E  

Phone: 0408 325 322 or 9762 6496   

 

 

C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R  :  J O H N  C O O K  

( W E B S I T E  E D I T O R )   

Phone: 9728 5769 or 0419 599 530 

 

C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R  :  H O L L Y  F I E L D S  

Phone:   0417 577 702 

 

C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R  :  P A T  R Y A N  

Phone:   0412 223 146 

For contributions to the Spare Tyre, please contact the spare tyre editor  

Got a funny story??  Something interesting you would like to share??  

Something you want to advertise?? Please send it in.  

Brian Quintal   0411 273 235  or  9555 8994  

 

Note : Committee members and Spare Tyre editor can be contacted by the “Contact Us” link on the web page 
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D E P A R T U R E  P O I N T S  

R I D E  C A L E N D A R  :  O C T  -  D E C  2 0 1 4  

P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  w e b s i t e  f o r  a n y  l a s t  m i n u t e  c h a n g e s … …  w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m  

EVERYONE WELCOME; Friends and family are most welcome to any ride or social event.  All rides start at 10am sharp unless otherwise 

stated  -  Don’t be late! For more information call the Ride Leader or our Ride Co-ordinator—Doug Shearer - 0418 984 791. 

DATE RIDE DESCRIPTION CONTACTS 

Sunday 5 

October 2014 

10:00am 

Departs Dandenong.   NB Daylight Savings starts 

today,  Don't be Late! This will be a relatively short and easy 

ride with some great views and Suzanne is still working on 

the final destination but there will be water views along the 

way.  

Rumour has it that morning tea will be at Flinders and lunch 

at Dromana 

Ride leader Suzanne Clarke  

0418 581 800.   

Sunday 12 

October 2014 

9:00am 

Departing Lilydale at 9am sharp for an interesting ride  to 

the Automotive Swap Meet and historic Truck Muster at 

Alexandra (includes bikes). Morning tea will be at Red Plate 

Cafe in Yea around 10.30 before reaching showgrounds 

around 12ish, plenty of time to view vehicles and displays. 

Free entry and parking will be available to those who park in 

the showgrounds between 12-2pm. After I will lead a ride 

back to Healesville for coffee and then home.     

 Ride leader: Raymond Herd 

0429 411 903 

Friday, October 

17, 2014 - 

Sunday, October 

19, 2014 -  

NGAMBIE ODYSSEY WEEKEND 

Friday morning ride to venue from Lilydale with morning tea 

stop  Departs 1000AM 

 

Ride Leader John Cook 9728 5769 or 

0419 599 530.   

Sunday 26 

October 2014 

10:00am 

 Ride Leader : Rick Rycken  

0488 661 362  

Sunday, 

November 2, 

2014  10:00am 

 Ride Leader Mike Fittall   

0400 091 395  

LILYDALE: 

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah 

Highway.  Left hand side out-

bound from Melbourne—100 

metres from rail crossing.  

Melway  38  E4 

DANDENONG:  

United Service Station on 

Princes Highway (next door to 

the old Safeway/Maccas  

Location, near the corner of 

Doveton Avenue Melway 91 

B12 

ARDEER:  

Seven 11 with a McDonalds, 

Western Ring Road.  Left hand 

side out-bound from 

Melbourne.  Melway  40  B5 

KALKALLO:  

Caltex Service Station, Hume 

Freeway.  Approx 1 km north of 

Donnybrook Road intersection. 

Melway  Page 8 

Departs Dandenong.  Ride is for dual sport bikes riding on 

tar, gravel and dirt roads. No single dirt track riding. Easy 

grade - not doing hard-core dirt riding.  Riding via Upper 

Pakenham to Gembrook State Forest onto Seven Acre 

Rock lookout. Noojee for lunch. 

Riding via back roads home for those that want to continue 

the ride after lunch. Bring your own morning tea/drinks as 

first stop is in the great outdoors. 

Departs Dandenong.  The town of Mirboo North with its 

murals and variety of eating places is a great spot for 

lunch and set in the middle of those lovely Gippsland hills  

http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/content/dandenong-mornington-peninsula-nb-daylight-savings-starts#
http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/content/alexandra-automotive-swap-meet-historic-truck-meet-ride-leader-raymond-herd-900am#
http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/content/alexandra-automotive-swap-meet-historic-truck-meet-ride-leader-raymond-herd-900am#
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R I D E  C A L E N D A R  C O N T I N U E D  :  O C T  -  D E C  2 0 1 4  

P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  w e b s i t e  f o r  a n y  l a s t  m i n u t e  c h a n g e s … …  w w w . u l y s s e s m e l b . c o m  

DATE RIDE DESCRIPTION CONTACTS 

Sunday, 

November 9, 

2014  

10:00am 

 Ride Leader John Cook  

9728 5769 or  

0419 599 530.   

VSK Day 16 

November 2014 

at Cardinia 

Reservoir Park 

10:00am - 

1:00pm  

Location: The Crystal Brook Rotunda, at Cardinia Reservoir Park  

The Annual Very Special Kids family BBQ day.  A day in which 

the Ulysses club, Melbourne branch organise a family day out 

for those families with children living with life threatening 

illnesses.  Always looking for volunteers to take the kids for rides, face 

painting and help with the BBQ.  Other clubs including the National 3 

wheelers and ADV riders assist and of course a visit from Santa.  

Libby Bakewell  

0411 522 041.  

Sunday, 

November 23, 

2014  

10:00 am   

Departs Lilydale.  Intend to ride the coast road from Inverloch to 

Wonthaggi on the return trip. 

Ride Leader John Cook  

9728 5769 or  

0419 599 530.   

Sunday, 

December 7, 

2014 - 

10:00am  

 Departs Dandenong.  Lunch venue still to be advised.  Ride Leader Greg Rees. 

0416 109 933 

  

Probably meet at Ardeer to reassemble with others at Centennial 

Park, Macedon at 11.30 am, departing 12.00 noon to the Cross atop 

Mt Macedon for a short service.   After gathering at the Cross there 

will be a short memorial service where we will pay our respects to 

those who have ridden on. At the end of the ceremony we will depart 

and ride back to the park for a meet with other members. The 

purchase of soft drinks and BBQ sausages will be available courtesy 

of the Geelong Branch, for which we (Macedon Ranges Branch) 

thank them for their continuing support. 

D E P A R T U R E  P O I N T S  

LILYDALE: 

Olinda Hotel, Maroondah 

Highway.  Left hand side out-

bound from Melbourne—100 

metres from rail crossing.  

Melway  38  E4 

DANDENONG:  

United Service Station on 

Princes Highway (next door to 

the old Safeway/Maccas  

Location, near the corner of 

Doveton Avenue Melway 91 

B12 

ARDEER:  

Seven 11 with a McDonalds, 

Western Ring Road.  Left hand 

side out-bound from 

Melbourne.  Melway  40  B5 

KALKALLO:  

Caltex Service Station, Hume 

Freeway.  Approx 1 km north of 

Donnybrook Road intersection. 

Melway  Page 8 

http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/content/memorial-ride-mt-macedon#

